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ADVERTISEMENT: 


\HIS Hiflory of the Inquiſition 


at Goa, was tranſlated by the 


8 Rev. Mr Henry Wharton, Chaplain to 


: Archbiſhop Sancroft, and was firſt 
rn in the Vear 1688. 


A Licence for printing it being re- 
| fuſed by Sir Roger L'Eſtrange, on Pre- 
tence. of it's being againſt the King 8 
Religion, the Bookſeller printed i it N 


a Tran ſlation of the French Kin gs 


Licence, and was immediately taken 
into Cuſtody, and the Impreſſion i 


ſeized. _ 
But 


But the Refuſal of a Licence in a 


Proteſtant Kingdom, to a Book which 
was licenſed. in a Popiſ one, giving 
great Uncaſineſs to the Public, it was 
ſuffered to be publiſhed, and ſeveral 5 
Editions were fold under a Tacit Li. 
cence, as it was called, which was not 


permitted to be printed to the Book. 
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RE LATION. 


OF THE 


Inquiſition of Cc 0 


A 1 Nn of "WILT e 


CHAP. I. 
= Motives which induced me to publif this Relation. 


TT the world know i in | general what the dana 
ſition is, and that it is eſtabliſhed in certain places, 
as Itah, Spain, and Portugal ; and moſt of the 
Countries, which depend upon them, and that the 
judges, which poſſeſs it, exerciſe with much ſeverity upon 
the people ſubject to them, a judicature unheard of to other 
tribunals. It is moreover known, that this rigour is not 
every where equal ; for the Inquiſition 'of Spain is more 
ſevere than that of ah, and leſs ſevere chan chat of . 
24h, and the States depending on it. 

The maximy of this ſtrange Judicature may be frank in 
printed books, together with the examination of thoſe max- 
ims, and the effects of them on divers occaſions ; but I know 
none, who hath, given himſelf the liberty to tell us whatpaſ- 

ſeth i in the-receſles of this Tribunal. The officers of this 
judicature are too much intereſted. in-its conſervation to diſ- 
cover the ſecrets of it; and as for thoſe, who have had to 
do with theſe magiſtrates, and their inferiour officers, they 
are informed of what is there practiſed, and have had ſome 
reaſon to complain of it: the fear of thoſe terrible puniſh- 
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E 
ments, that are carofully inflicted upon thoſe, who ſhall 
be convicted not to have kept their oath of ſecrecy (which 
js extorted from them before they are ſet at liberty) renders 
the myſteries of the Inquiſition ſo impenetrable, that it is 
almoſt impoſſible ever to learn the truth, unleſs to him, 
who hath the unhappineſs to be carried into her priſons, and 
experience them in his own perſon 3 or to thoſe, who are 
inſtrufted by any one, who had the happineſs not to ſink 
under ſo great a a tryal. Moreover, it is neceſſary that he, 
- who hath been ſhut up in the horrible ſolitudes of the holy 
office, ſhould take care, during his impriſonment, diligent- 
ly to obſerve what paſſed ; and after his enlargement, have 
the courage to relate without any fear, what himſelf hath 
learned and experienced. „ _ 
Theſe are the reaſons, that very few perſons truly know 
what paſſeth in that terrible tribunal ; and as after the obli- 
gation of rendering to God what we owe to him, there is 
no duty more preſſing than that of ſerving our neighbour, 
and eſpecially the publick, I thought myſelf obliged to re- 
late what I have ſuffered, and what I obſerved in the priſons 
of the Inquiſition at Goa ; adding to it what I learned from 
credible perſons, whom I knew familiarly during the time 
of my impriſonment,. and after my enlargement. LO 
I doubted a long time, whether I ought to publiſh this 
Relation; for it is more than eight years ſince I returned 
into France, and it is more than four ſince this Relation 
was writ. I feared to ſcandalize the holy office, and violate 
my oath; and this fear was confirmed in me by pious, but 
timorous perſons, who were of the ſame opinion as myſelf ; 
but other perſons no leſs pious, and who ſeemed to me more 
rational, at laſt convinced me, that it concerned the pub- 
lick upon many accounts to know this tribunal well ; that 
this relation might be uſeful even to the miniſters of the 
holy office, if they knew how to profit by it; and much 
more to thoſe, who have a right to regulate the proceed- 
ings, and limit the juriſdiction of it. And as for the oath 


of ſecrecy, fo unjuſtly extorted, as that is, which the In- 


quiſition extorteth under pain of burning; the publick good 
ſufficiently diſpenſeth with it, to ſet at liberty the conſciencꝶ 
of him who took it; and conſequently puts him ! 
kind of obligation to relate what he knowe tn... 
Theſe are the reaſons, which hindered me from publiſh- 
ing this relation before, and thoſe, which now engage me 
to publiſh it at preſent : if the delay of it hath deprived the 
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publick of an uſeful knowledge, at leaſt it will ſerve to 
aſſure me, that I have precipitated nothing, and that the 
reſentment of thoſe ill treatments, which I ſuffered, had no 
ſhare in this account. In fine, what I here ſay of the In- 
quſition of Goa, is to be underſtood of thoſe alfo of Portu- 
gal and Spain; for although this laſt be leſs cruel than the 
other two, upon this account, that thoſe publick execu- 
tions, which they call as of faith, are here leſs frequent; 
and that there is a greater ignorance in the Indies than in 
Portugal, we ſee nevertheleſs by the relation, which the 
Gazette of France has given the 12th of Augu/t, 1680, that 
the ſame ſpirit, the ſame rules, and the ſame rigour, reign 
in all the executions of the Inquiſition in all theſe countries; 
foraſmuch as there are, even in the relation of the Gazette, 
cCircumſtances much more terrible than thoſe of the a gf 
faith, which I underwent. „ 


| The apparent cauſes F my impriſonment. 


1 HAD ſtayed at Daman, a town of the Eaſt-Indies, 
poſſeſt by Portugueze, to refreſh myſelf a little from the 
fatigues, which I had ſuffered in my voages, and that I might EY 
put myſelf into a condition of continuing my travels: but 
in the ſame place, where I had hoped to have found reſt, 
I found the beginning of much greater troubles, than all 
thoſe, which I had hitherto experienced. The true cauſe 
: of all the perſecutions, which the Minifters of the Inqui- 
ſition made me endure, was an ill-grounded jealouſy of the 
| Governour of Daman. It is not hayd to judge, that this 
reaſon was never alledged in my proceſs : yet to ſatisfy the 
paſſion of this Governour, they made uſe of divers pretexts ; 
and they found at laſt the means of ſeizing me, and remoy- 
ing me from the Indies, where perhaps othetwiſe I had pa- 
} fed the reſt of my days. „„ 188 eee aRY 
; Tt muſt be acknowledged, that although theſe pretexts, 
of which they made uſe, were very weak for perſons in- 
ſtructed in che fait, or in the law; they were nevertheleſs 
coo ſufficient for ſuch perſons, as the Portigueze are, in re- 
ſpect of their prejudices and maxims. Inſomuch as upon 
this account I thought them myſelf ſo plauſible, that I diſ- 
covered not the true reaſons of my detainment, till the 
ſequel of the affair. RR ME ile oor 
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The firſt occaſion, which I gave to my enemies, to make 


uſe of the Inquiſition to deſtroy me, was a diſcourſe, which 
1 had with an Indian monk, a divine of the order of 
St. Dominick, But before I proceed any farther, I muſt 
Pr emiſe, that although my manners have not always been ö 
conformable to the holineſs of that religion wherein I was 
baptized, I have yet been always ſtrongly addicted to the 


religion of my forefathers, I mean to that of the Catholick, 


Apoſtolick and Roman Church; and that God hath given 
to me more affeQion to the inſtructions, which are received 


in it, than the greateſt part of Chriſtians, ordinarily have. 


Conſequently I have always taken pleafure both to hear 
and read; and I never read any thing with ſo much dili- 
gence, as the Holy Scriptures, as well of the Old, as of 
the New 'Feſtament, which I commonly carry about with 
me. I had alſo taken care not to be ignorant of ſchool- 
_ divinity ; becauſe in long travels there is a neceſſity of con- 
tinual converſation with all ſorts of people; among whom 
may be found ſome of all religions and ſeRt : and I freely 
diſputed with Hereticks and Schiſmaticks, whom I found in 
my way. I carried with me books fit for this purpoſe, and, 
among others, an abridgment of Divinity, writ by Father, 
Dom Peter de St. Faſcph, a Feuillant ; and T was ſufficiently 
inſtructed by diſcourſe, and reading, during my great leiſure 
at ſea, and the ſtay which I made in divers places of the 


dies. I thought myſelf then in a condition of converſing, 


or even diſputing with profeſt Divines, and I fell very in- 


nocently into the ſnare in talking with this Monk. 


I Tlodged with the Dominicans, becauſe of thoſe earneſt 
deſires, which they had made to me; and TI lived with. 
them with much kindneſs and familiarity. I had ferved 
them alſo upon divers occaſions in acknowledgment. of 
the honour, which they did me in defiring my company, 
and in feturn of their friendſhip, which they teſtified to 


me. We were oft-times in diſpute, and that which I had 


with the aforeſaid Monk, was concerning the effects of . | 


| Baptiſm: We both agreed in the three ſpecies. of Bap- 


tiſm, which the Catholick Church acknowledgeth, and it 
was only in way of diſcourſe, and not that I doubted of it, 
that I would deny the effect of that Baptiſm, which they 
call Flaminis ; and to maintain my opinion, I alledged that 


paſſage, I hoſoever is not born again of Water and of the Holy 


Sha, &c. Nevertheleſs, I had ſcarce ended my diſcourſe, 
but the good Father retired, without anſwering one word, 


I 
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as if he had ſome preſſing buſineſs ; and went, according 
to alt appearance, to inform againſt me to the Commiſſar 
of the Holy Office. I afterwards diſcourſed ſeveral times 
with this fame Monk; and as he teſtified no coldneſs to- 
wards meg, I was far from believing he had done to me ſo 


bad an office. 


I was oftentimes in in the aſſemblies, where they 
carry about little Trunks, upon which is painted the Image 


of the Bleffed Virgin, or that of ſome other Saint. The 
Portugueze are wont to kiſs the Image, which is upon this 


Trunk ; and thoſe, who have devotion to theſe Confra- 
ternities, put their alms into theſe boxes. Here it is free 


to give any thing, or not; but none can omit kiſſing the 

Image, without giving ſcandal to the company. I was not 
then above twenty-four” years old, and I had not all the 
prudence requiſite to a perſon, who lives among ſtrangers, 
to whole cuſtoms it is fit to conform as much as may be; 


and as Þ was not then uſed to theſe ſorts of ceremonies, I 
refuſed oft-times to take and kiſs theſe Boxes; from whehes- 


they raſhly inferred, that I contemned the Images, and con- 


: wes uently that I was an Heretick. 


way With a Portugueze gentleman, on a time when he was ; 
about to let his ſick ſon blood: and I ſaw this young man 


had in his bed the Image of the Holy Virgin made of ivory : 
as he loved this Image extremely, he kiſſed it often, and 


addreſſed his ſpeech to it. This way of honouring Images 
is very uſual among the Portugueze ; and it created fome un- 


eaſineſs, in me, becauſe i in effect the Hereticks interpreting 


it ill, this hinders them as much as any thing from return- 
ing to the Church. I ſaid then to this young man, that if 
he did not take heed, his blood would fly upon the Image; 


and he anſwered me, That he could not find in his heare to 


lay it by. I repreſented to him, that this would hinder the 
operation. Then he reproached me, that the French were 
Hereticks, and that they adored not Images : To which E 


anſwered, That I believed we ought to honour them; and 


that if it were permitted to uſe the word adore, yet _ 
ought only to be in reſpect of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt : 


which caſe alſo it were neceſſary, that this adoration ſhould 
be referred to Jeſus Chriſt, repreſented by theſe Images: 


and for this I cited the Council of Trent, Seſſion 25. It 
happened about the ſame time, that one of my neighbours 
coming to viſit me, and ſecing a crucifix upon my pil- 
low, faid to me, Sir, remember to cover this Image, it 


by 
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by chance you take any woman into bed to you, and to 
take heed of it. How is it, ſaid I, that you imagine by 
this means to hide your ſelf from the eyes of God ? Are 
you of the mind of thoſe debauched women, which are 


among you, who after they have ſhut up their chaplets and 


boxes of reliques, believe they may without any crime aban- 


don themſelves to all exceſles : „ Sir, have more noble 
thoughts of the Deity, and think not, that a little linnen 
can hide our ſins from the eyes of God, who ſeeth even the 
ſecrets of our heart. In fine, what is this crucifix, but a 


piece of ivory? We ſtopt there, and my neighbour having 


withdrawn, acquitted himſelf very well of his pretended 


duty in going to accuſe me to the Commillary of the In- 
quiſition. For it is to be known, that all perſons living 


in countries ſubject to the juriſdiction of this holy office are 
obliged under pain of the greater excommunication, re- 
ſerved to the grand Inquiſitor, to declare within the ſpace of 


thirty days, all that they have ſeen to be done, or heard 
to be ſpoke, touching the caſes, of which that tribunal 


takes cognizance. And becauſe many people might flight 
this puniſhment, or doubt whether they have actually in- 


curred it, to oblige people to obey this order punctually, the 


Inquiſitors decree, that thoſe, who fail in making this de- 
claration within the time limited by the Conſtitutions, ſnall 
be eſteemed guilty, and conſequently puniſhed, as if them- 
felves had committed the crimes, which they did not reveal: 
' which cauſeth, that in the matter of the Inquiſition, friends 
betray friends, fathers their children, and children, by an 


indiſcreet zeal, forget all the reſpect, which God and nature 
oblige them to bear to thoſe, who gave them life. 
The obſtinacy, which I ſhewed in refuſing to wear a 


chaplet about my neck, contributed no leſs to make them 
believe I was an Heretick, than my refuſal to kiſs the 
Images; but that, which ſerved above all the reſt as a 
motive to my impriſonment, and my condemnation, was, 
that being preſſed in company, where a diſcourſe was raiſed 


concerning the juſtice of men, I ſaid, that it much leſs 


deſerved that name, than the name of injuſtice ; that men 
- Judging only according to appearances, which are too often 


deceitful, were ſubject to make very unequitable judg- 


ments; and that God alone knowing things as they are, 
there is none but God, who can truly be called juſt. One 
of thoſe, before whom I ſpake, took me up, and tod me, 


that generally ſpeaking, what I advanced was true; that 
8 on | = | never - 
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nevertheleſs there was this diſtinction to be made, that if 
true juſtice were not to be found in France, they had this 
advantage above us, that among them might be found x 
a Tribunal, whoſe decrees were no leſs juſt, and no leſs 
infallible, than thoſe of Jeſus Chriſt. -I then underſtanding 
very well, that he meant the Inquiſition, anſwered, Think 
you, that the Inquiſitors are leſs men and leſs ſubject 
to their paſſions than other Judges? Speak not ſo, an- 
ſwered this zealous defender of the Holy Office ; if the 
Inquiſitors fitting upon the Tribunal are infallible, it is be- 
cauſe the Holy Ghoſt preſides over their deciſions. I could 
no longer bear a diſcourſe, which appeared fo unreaſonable 
to me; and to prove to him by an example, that the In- 
quiſitors were nothing leſs than what he pretended, I re- 
| lated to him the adventure of Father Ephraim de Mess, x 
Capuchin and Apoſtolick Miſſionary into the Indes, who, 
as Monjieur de la Boulaye le Gou relateth in the hiſtory of his 
travels, was arreſted by the Inquiſition purely out of envy, 
about ſeventeen years before, where they had kept him 
and very ill treated him for a long time; and I concluded 
with telling him, that I made no doubt, that this Monk was 
more virtuous and learned than thoſe, who had kept him 
thus in priſon, without ſo much as permitting him to read 
his Breviary. I added, that J eſteemed France happy in 
refuſing ever to admit this ſevere Tribunal, and I thought 
myſelf ſo, in not being ſubject to its juriſdiction. This 
diſcourſe failed not to be exactly related to the Father Com- 
miſſary; and this, added to what I have already ſaid, ſerved 
afterwards to make my proceſs. i 


_ 1 
Of the viſit, which I made to the Commiſſary of tbe 
Inquiſition to accuſe myſelf, and aſt advice of him. 


quiſition exacteth by oath of all thoſe, who approach 


| NP Orvichttanding the inviolable ſecrecy, which the In- 


her Tribunals, I failed not to have ſome notice of the de- 
_ poſitions, which were made againſt me. The apprehenſion 

> of falling into the hands of the Holy Office made me go to 
find out the Commiſſary, from whom I hoped for counſel. 
: and protection, becauſe I had been recommended to him 
by perſons, who deſerved, that conſideration ſhould be had 
of them; and becauſe all the time I had been at Daman, 


he 
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he had always affected to be accounted one of my friends. 
I therefore fairly related to him, how things had paſſed ; 
and prayed him to inſtruct me in what manner I ſhould 
behave myſelf for the future, aſſuring him, that as T had 
never any ill deſign, fo I was ready to amend myſelf, and 
even to recant, if he ſhould judge, that I had advanced 
any thing, which was not convenient. This Father aſſured 
me, that my proceeding had given ſcandal to many people; 
that he was ſatished, that my intention had not been ill; and 
that there was nothing in all that I had ſaid abſolutely crimi- 
nal ; that nevertheleſs he advifed me to accommodate my- 
ſelf a little to the faſhion of the people, and not to ſpeak fo 
freely of thoſe ſorts of matters, and above all of Images, 
which 1 had often ſaid ought not to be adored, which I 
had endeavoured to prove by citations out of the Scriptures 
and the Fathers. That the people were in truth in ſome 
flight errours, which paſſed for a true devotion ; but that 
it was not for me to undertake to correct and reform them. 
I thanked the Commiſlary for the good advice, which he 
had given me, and returned very well ſatisfied; fince 1 
knew, that having accuſed myſelf before 1 was arreſted, 
I could not, according to the laws of the Inquiſttion, be 
any more accuſed, I was beſides very well ſatisfied of the 
juſtice and integrity of this Commiſlary, becauſe that hav- 
ing not found me guilty, he had given me all neceſſary ad- 
vice for my ſuture conduct with ſo much prudenee : fo that 
I could not any longer entertain the leaſt ſhadow of ſuſpi- 
cion againſt myſelf. 8 ET e e 


CHAP. Iv. 


Containing the true cauſes of my impriſonment, and how 
" OLE 13.8 they arreſted mw. 
A L:though all that I have laid down in the foregoing 
Z A. chapters, was ſufficient to deſtroy me, according to 
the maxims of the Inquiſition, and the cuſtom of the coun- 
try; yet things had not gone on ſo far, or ſo haſtily, if 
the Governour of Daman, called Manuel Furtado de Men- 
_ doza, had not been incited with that jealouſy, which I be- 
fore mentioned; which he difſembled ſo well, that he 
ſeemed to be one of my friends; yet underhand he vigorouſly 
ſollicited the Commiſlary of the Holy Office to write to Goa 
to the Inquiſitors, to inform them of the diſcourſe, as : : 


(99 
had held, reſolving not to loſe the occaſion, which I had 
unadviſedly given him, of making ſure of me, and re- 
moving me {rom Daman for cver. The reafon of the 
jealouſy of this Governour was the frequent but innocent 
viſits, which I paid to a Lady, whom he loved, and 
by whom he was but too much beloved ; which I then 
was ignorant of; and as he judged by ſlender appearances, 
he apprehended, that I was more beloved by her than 
himſelf. 

A certain Black Prieſt, Secretary of the Holy Office, 
lodged over-againft this Lady; he had for her no loſs ſtrong 
a paſſion than the Governour, and had ſollicited her to 
, ſatisfy his infamous deſires, even in the Tribunals of Pen- 
nance, as the Lady herſelf aſſured me. This Prieſt ob- 
ſerving me, became as jealous as the Governour ; and 
although till then he had been one of my friends, and that 
I had alſo done him very important ſervices, yet he join'd 


Manuel Furtado to oppreſs me. 


Theſe two Rivals thus united preſſed the Conutilliey 
ſo vigorouſly, that upon the advice, which he ſent at their 
ſollicitation to Goa, he received order from the Inquiſition | 
to arreſt me, which was performed the evening of the 
24th of Auguſt, 1673, as I was returning from viſiting a 
Lady of great worth, called Sennora dona Franciſca Percira, 

wife of one of the "chief gentlemen of the town, called 
Manuel Peixate de Gama. This lady was about ſixty years 
old; ſhe thought herſelf obliged to me for the life of her 
eldeſt daugher, and of her grand-daughter. And in truth, 
I had been ſo happy as not to be unſerviceable to her. I he 
eldeſt had fallen ſick in the abſence of her mother, and the 
imprudence of a Pandite, or Indian Phyſician had reduced her 
to the laſt extremity. When I was called, I took in hand 
this ſick perſon, and cured her; the mother being returned, 


and tranſported with joy for the cure of her beloved daugh- 


ter, her grand-daughter, who was yet more dear to her, 
fell alſo ſick, and that more dangerouſly than her aunt : 
nevertheleſs, 1 was not called at firſt to ſee this young pa- 
tient, nor had they any recourſe to me till her life was in 
a deſperate condition. I found her in a very violent fever, 


z and although ſhe was at the point of falling into a phrenzy,. 


the Indian Phyſician, far from thinking of letting her blood, 


had covered her head with pepper, which I cauſed firſt to 
be taken off, and undertaking the cure, ſucceeded very 


well, lo that my patient recov vered in a few days perfect 
| health. 


— 
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health. From that time this Lady ſecking occaſions of de- 


monſtrating her gratitude loaded me with preſents; and 


deſiring that I would lodge near her, ſhe had given me an 
houſe over-againſt her own. This was the ſame day, 


which I before mentioned, wherein ſhe had given me this 


houſe ; and I departed from this generous Lady to return 
in the evening to my own lodgings ; when the Criminal 


Judge of the town, called in Poriugueze Ouvidor do Crime, 


came to me, and commanded me to follow him into priſon; 
whither I was carried without being able to learn of him 
by what order he did this, till I was ſhut up in priſon. 
How great ſoever my ſurprize was, when the Judge ar- 
reſted me, yet as I was conſcious of my own innocence, 
but above all becauſe I imagined, that I was ſeized upon 


ſome flight occaſion ; I hoped, with ſufficient probability, 
that Manuel Furtadi, who had always profeſſed much 


friendſhip towards me, would not permit, that I ſhould 


| Ray ſo much as one night in priſon. But when he, who 
carried me thither, told me, that it was by order of the In- 
quiſition, my aſtoniſhment was ſo great, that I remained 
for ſome time immovable : at laſt, having a little recolle&- 
ed myſelf, I defired to ſpeak with the Commiſlary ; but to 
| heighten my misfortune, they told me, that he had de- 
parted that very day for G; ſo that there remained to 
me no other comfort, than the hope, which every one 


gave me, that I ſhould be very ſhortly ſet at liberty; be- 


cauſe the Holy Office was not only equitable, but inclined 


very much to mercy, eſpecially towards thoſe, who ac- 


knowledged their fault betimes, without being a long while 
ſollicited to do it. ESE AND 5 
All theſe fine words hindered not my unhappineſs from 
becoming very ſenſible to me; and the ſight of my friends, 
who failed not to come and comfort me, far from comfort- 
ing, ſerved only more extremely to afflict me, by the com- 
pariſon, which I made of their condition to my own. As 
J had no enemies but ſecret ones, they eaſily mixed them- 
_ {elves among my beſt friends: The Governour and the 
Black Prieſt, who deſired nothing ſo much as my removal, 
| knew admirably well how to diflemble their hatred and their 
jealouſy; the-firſt by ſending to me the officer of his houſe, 


to allure me of the ſorrow, which he felt from my misfor- 


tune, and to offer all poſſible aſſiſtance to me; the other 
by coming to the grate, to ſhed ſome falſe tears, which joy, 
rather than, compaſſion, drew from him, 
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CHAP V. 


Deſcription of the priſon of Daman. I writ to the 
Inquiſitors, who returned me 0 anſtoes wer. Extreme 


11 of the priſoners. 


HE priſon of Daman is lower than the river, which 
is near to it, which makes it moiſt and unhealthy ; 


and it wanted but little of being overflowed ſome years 
ſince, by a hole, which the priſoners had made under the 


wall, to eſcape thereby. The walls are very thick. The 


| priſon conſiſts of two large low rooms, and one upper one. 
The men are in the lower, the women in the upper room. 
Of the two lower rooms, the greater is above forty foot 


long, and fifteen broad, and the other two thirds of this 


extent. We were in this ſpace of ground about forty 
_ priſoners, and there was no other place to ſatisfy the ordi- 


nary neceſſities of nature but that. While I ſtaid in this 
priſon, the care whch I took to have it cleanſed, rendered 


it a little leſs horrible; but although I often calfad even 
fifty pitchers of urine to be caſt out in one day, yet the 
| ſtink ceaſed not to be very great. 


Scarce was J ſhut up in this fad dwelling, but making a 


ſerious reflexion upon my unhappineſs, I eaſily diſcovered 


the cauſe, and reſolved to forget nothing, which might 


contribute to my enlargement. My friends continually told 


me, That my beſt and readieſt way to recover my liberty, 


was to confeſs voluntarily, and at large, what I thought 


had procured my ruin. Being willing therefore to make 


uſe of their advice, I writ to Goa to the Grand Inquiſitor, 
who is called in Portugueze, Inguiſidor mor: I ingenuouſiy 


declared to him in my letter, all that I believed I could have 


been accuſed of; and deſired him to conſider, that if 1 


had failed, it was rather through levity and imprudence, 
than malice. My letter was delivered faithfully ; but con- 


trary to my hope and the deſire of my friends, they return- 
ed no anſwer to me, but ſuffered me to languiſh in this 
ſtinking and obſcure priſon, in the company of divers Ne- 


groes; Who, as well as 1, were arreſted by order of the 
Holy Office. 

"The charitable care, which Donna 8 took of me 
all the time that I ſtay'd priſoner at Daman, rendered my 


Sr a little morg K. This generous Lady 


C2 : contented 
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contented not herſelf to ſend me what was neceſſary, but 
J received every day from her wherewith to maintain abun- 
dantly and delicately four perſons. She herſelf took the 
trouble of dreſüng my meat, and always ſent along with 
the ſlave, who brought the meat, ſome of her grand-chil- 
dren, who might fee me receive it; fearing leſt any one 
ſhould ſuborn her domeſticks or the jaylor to poiſon me. 
And although ſhe could not come in perſon to comfort me 

in the priſon, 'the took care, that her huſband, her chil- 

_ dren, or her ſons-in-law ſhould come every day. 

It was not fo with the other priſoners ; there is no regu- 
lated ſubſiſtance for them at Damn : the Magiſtrates leave 
them to the charity of whoever have a mind to relieve 
them: And as there were in the whole town but two per- 
ſons, who ſent them meat duly twice a week ; the greateſt 

part of the priſoners receiving nothing upon other days, 
they were reduced to fo deplorable a miſery, that this con- 
tributed not a little to render mine the greater. I gave 
all that J could ſpare from my own ſubſiſtance; yet there 
were ſome of thoſe unhappy perſons, who were ſeparated 
from us by a wall, who were forced by hunger to live upon 
their own "excrements- Upon this occaſion I learned, that 
ſome years before, about fifty Malabar pirates being taken 
and ſhut up in this room, the horrible famine, which the 
ſuffered, caſt more than forty of them into ſuch a deſpair, 
that they ſtrangled themſelves with the linnen of their tur- 
bants. The extremity, which thoſe poor people endured, 
who were with me, created much compaſſion i in me, which | 
induced me to write to the Governour, and to the chief 
men of the town, who after that were ſo charitable, as to 
ſend maintenance to theſe miſerable victims of the Holy 
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E H A p. VI. 

The return of the Father C ommiſſary.. ps remove 
me to Goa. 1 


H E Conmiiier had not found me criminal 1 in that 
confeſſion, which I had made to him of my'own_ 
N as I before ſaid; and although I had been ſo, 

- pet ought Uto remain free according to the laws of the 
nquiſition. But as this was not the intention of the 
Governour and the Black 2 8 this Father _— 


(13) 

all theſe laws, had accuſed me as a Dogmatizing Heretick ; 
he might have ſent me to the Inquiſition of G04 immediately 
after my impriſonment ; and if he had done ſo, I might 
have come out of priſon three months after, at the Aci of 
Faith, which was performed in the December following. 
But it was not the intent of my rivals, that I ſhould be fo 
ſoon at liberty; this is the reaſon, why the Commiſſary, 

far from removing me immediately from Daman, departed 
himſelf, that he might not receive my deſires and com- 
plaints, and went to Goa as ſoon as he cauſed me to be ar- 
reſted, from whence he returned not till after the 4 of 


Faith, that is to ſay, till the end of December ; and I know 
not, whether he employed the four months, which he made 


me paſs in the priſon of Daman, in repreſenting me to the 
Inquiſitor, as a man very criminal, and very dangerous, 


whom it was neceſſary to remove from the Indies; rather I 
have reaſon to ſuſpect this, by the rigour, which they af- 
fected to uſe in my condemnation, which appeared ſo ex- 


traordinary even in Portugal. The Commiſſary returned 
then the 2oth of December, with the little fleet, which 


eth ordinarily in this ſeaſon from Goa to Cambaia, to ſerve 


as a convoy to the merchant ſhips. This Father, who had 


orders to cauſe all the priſoners of the Inquiſition to be em- 


barked upon the Galliots, warned me to be ready to depart, 
| when the fleet ſhould return from Cambia. 


The Abbe Carré returning in the mean time from St. 


Thomas, where was Monſieur de la Haye, and paſſing by 
Daman, having with much difficulty obtained leave to ſee 


me, was ſo kind as to viſit me in the priſon upon the Eve 


and the day of Chri/ftmas, which was that of his departure 


to Surat. I writ to the Commiſſary, and defired him by 
divers perſons, that he would ſpeak with me; but neither 
my letters, nor the ſollicitations of thoſe, who intereſted 
themſelves for me, could prevail with him ; ſo much did he 


fear the juſt reproaches, which J ſhould have made to him 
upon account of his inſincerity. 


About the fame time, a Portugueze, named Manuel Vas, 
whom I had known very particularly, being accuſed of 


| having a wife in Portugal, was arreſted by order of the Holy — 
Office, and carried into the priſon where I was, for having 


tnarried a ſecond wife a month before at Daman. 5 
My generous Protectreſs underſtanding, that I was to be 

removed to Goa, failed not to prepare proviſions for me, 

which might . fufficed for a much longer voyage than 


what | 


(14) 
what I was to perform. At laſt, part of the fleet being re- 
turned from Cambaia, the Commiſſary ſent irons and chains 
to put upon the feet of all thoſe, who were to be carried 
to Goa. The Negroes were chained two and two, except 
ſome, who were ſo waſted with famine endured in the 


priſons, that they were forced in embarking them to leave 


them the liberty of their feet, which yet they were not in 
any condition to make uſe of. As for the Portugueze and 
me, they did us the honour to afford us ſeparate irons. 
The Commiſſary had alſo the civility to tell me, that he 
left me the cheice of two chains, which were deſtined for 
his country-man and myſelf; and to make uſe of his 


civility, I choſe the moſt convenient, although the heavier 
chain. I went out of priſon with the reſt on the laſt of 


December, and was carried in a Palanquin with the irons on 
my feet, to the bank of the river, where I found divers 
of my friends met together, whom I had the liberty to em- 
| brace, and bid farewel to them. The Governour, who 
was preſent, omitted nothing, whereby he might perſwade 
me of the concern, which he felt at my misfortune ; 


and made a thouſand counterfeit prayers for my ſpeedy de- 


liverance and happy return. The fight of my friends, and 
their tears, ſerved only to augment my grief; but nothing 
was more grievous to me than the denial of taking leave of 
my benefactreſs, whom I would have thanked for all her 
_ Charitable care, which ſhe had taken of me. At laſt, after 
many melancholy complements, they put me into a boat, 
and I was carried into one of the galliots of this little fleet, 


which expected only the orders of their General to weigh 


Her anchors, IS 
CHAP. VI. 


ay there, Our arrival at Goa. 


Departure from Daman. We | paſs to Bacaim, and 


| A Lthough one great part of the galliots and barques 

_ were not yet arrived from Dia and Cambaia, the 
General, Leis de Melb, gave the ſignal of departure to 

| thoſe, which were then at Daman. From whence we 

_ departed the firſt day of the year 1674, with a deſign to 


go to Bacaim; to wait there, till the reſt of the fleet 
ſhould join us. As the wind was favourable, and as 
we had not above 20 leagues to ſail, we arrived there on 


EE 
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the morrow; and had no ſooner let down our anchors, but 
all the priſoners were immediately landed, and carried into 
the priſons of that town, to be kept there all the while the 
ſhips ſhould remain in the haven. I was carried thither 
with the reſt. One of my friends, who had been ſettled a 
while fince at Bacaim, having in vain endeavoured to ob- 
tain leave to ſee me, aſſured me by a letter, that he had 
alſo much difficulty to let me know the part, which he 
took in my misfortune. 

The priſon of Bacaim is larger and leſs filthy than that of 


Daman ; we found there a good number of companions in 


miſery, whom the Father Commiſſary of the Inquiſition in 
that town had detained priſoners a long time, waiting for a 


proper opportunity to ſend them to Goa, They were all 


Chained, as we were. They put us aboard the ſeventh of 
the ſame month, and all the fleet being met together, and 


ſufficiently provided with all things neceſſary, we weighed ; 


anchor, and made fail the next dax. 
There happened nothing remarkable to us Gal the 


reſt of the voyage. We failed always in fight of land: 
and the wind being pretty favourable to us, we arrived on 


the fourteenth at the Bar of Goa. Our Captain having 
immediately given advice to the Inquifitors, we landed 


the next day, and were carried to the Inquiſition, But 
| becauſe there was no audience on that day, one of the 

| officers of the houſe cauſed us to be carried into the ordi- 
nary prifon ; that is, into the priſon of the Archbiſhop of 


Goa : This priſon is called in Portugueze, Aljouvar. I en- 
tered one of the firſt, and ſaw all our unfortunate com- 
panions arrive by degrees, and meet together, after their 


diſperſion, during the voyage. 


This priſon is the moſt filthy, the moſt dark, and the 


moſt horrible of all that I ever ſaw ; and I doubt 1 a 


more ſhocking and horrible priſon can any where be found. 
It is a kind of cave, wherein there is no day ſeen but by 


a very little hole; the moſt ſubtile rays of the ſun can- 
not enter into it, and there is never any true light iu it. 
Ihe ſtink of it is extreme; for there is no other place for 


the neceſſities of the priſoners, than a dry pit upon the 


floor, in the middle of the cave, which a man dare ſcarce 
approach, ſo that part of the ordure remained upon 
the ſide of the pit, and the greateſt part of the priſoners 
went not ſo far, but eaſed themſelves round about it. 


When nicht came, I durſt not venture to lay myſelt 
Gown, 


* 
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down, as fearing the vermin, whereof the priſon was full, 
and the ordure, wherewith it was ſcattered all over; 
but was forced to paſs the night, leaning againſt a wall. 
Nevertheleſs, as horrible as this dwelling was, I ſhould have 
preferred it to the private and lightſome Chambers of the 
Holy Inquiſition; becauſe there was company and conver- 
ſation to be had in the Aljouvar, whereas I was informed 

there was none in the priſons of the Holy Office. 


How I was conducted to the Inquifition, and what is 
done to them, who are ſhut up in priſon. 


a. a a 


I Began to flatter myſelf, that they would ſuffer me to re- 
main in the Aljauvar, till my affair ſhould be ended; 
| becauſe they had left us there all the day and the night fola 
lowing. But I ſaw all my hopes to vaniſh, when on the _ 
16th day of Fanuary an officer came at eight of the clock 
in the morning, with orders to carry us to the Holy Houſe : 
Which was immediately put into execution. It was not 
without great trouble, that I got to the place, whither they 
conducted me, becauſe of the irons I had upon my legs. 
| Yet were we in this lamentable equipage forced to walk the 
whole way from the Aljouvar to the Inquiſition. Being 
helped to aſcend the ſtairs, I entered with my companions 
into the great hall, where we found ſmiths, who took our 
irons off; after which I was firſt called to audience. 5 
After I had croſſed the hall J paſſed in an antichamber, 
and from thence to the place where my judge was. This 
place, which is called by the Portugueze, Meſa do Santo 
Officio, that is, the Table of the Holy Office, was ſpread with 
divers pieces of Taffeta, ſome blue, others orange-colour. 
At one of the ends was placed a great crucifix, in relievo, 
which reached almoſt to the cieling. There is in the mid- 
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dle of the chamber a rais'd floor, upon which is placed I 
a table about fifteen foot long and four broad, and round a- = 
bout the rais'd floor are placed chairs. At one of the ends of 4 

this table, and upon the fide of the crucifix, was the Secre- 5 


tary ſitting upon a folding ſtool. I was placed at the other 


end, over-againſt the Secretary: Juſt by me, and on my 1 
right-hand, fate in a chair the Grand Inquiſitor of the Indies, ® 
called Franciſco Delgado Ematos, a Secular Pricit, about forty 1 


years old. He was alone beciuſe of the two Inquiſitors, 
. 5 :;. ien 
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1 
which are ordinarily at Goa, the ſecond, which is always 


a religious of the order of St. Dommct, was gone a little 
before into Portugal, and that none had been yet named 


to ſupply his place. 


As ſoon as I was entered into the Chamber of Audience, 
I caſt myſelf at the feet of my Judge, imagining to mollify 
him by this humble poſture : but he would not ſuffer me to 
continue in that poſture, commanding me to ariſe. Then 
having aſked my name and my profeſſion, he inquired, 
whether I knew for what reaſon I had been arreſted, and 
adviſed me to declare it at large; ſince this was the only 
means to recover my liberty ſpeedily. After I had ſatisfied 
his two firſt queſtions, I told him I believed I knew the 


_ reaſon of my detention; and that if he would have the 


goodneſs to hear me, I would accuſe myſelf upon the ſpot. 
I mixed my tears with my prayers, and once more proſtra- 
ted myſelf at his feet: but my Judge, without being mov 
ed, told me it ſignified nothing; that he had then more 
important buſineſs to handle than mine was ; and that he 


would cauſe me to be advertiſed when he thould reſume 
my affair: and fo immediately ringing a little bell of ſilver, 


which was before him, he made uſe of it to call the Alcaide, 


or Jaylor of the Holy Office; who entered into the cham- 
ber, from whence he led me, and carried me into a long 


gallery not far off, whither the Secretary followed us: 
Thither I ſaw my trunk brought, which was opened in my 


preſence: they ſearched me alſo narrowly, and took from 


me all that I had about me, to my very buttons, and a ring, 
which I had upon my finger; without leaving me any thing 
except my chaplet and my handkerchief, and ſome pieces of 


gold, which I had ſewed up in one of my garters, which 


they forgot to ſearch. Of all the reſt they immediately 


made a pretty exact 1 inventory, which afterwards was wholly 


uſeleſs to me; for all that was valuable was never reſtored 


to me, although at that time the Secretary had aſſured me, 
that at my enlargement all ſhould be faithfully returned into 
my hands: and the Inquiſitor | himſelf had after that often 
reiterated the ſame promiſe. 


This inventory being finiſhed, the Alcaide took me by 


: the hand, and led me Lane headed into a little cell of ten 


foot ſquare, where I was ſhut up all alone without fight of 


any one till the evening, when they brought me my ſup- 
per. As I had eaten nothing either this or the. foregoing 
ys 1 received very gladly what they gave to me; and 


th! 8 
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this contributed to give me a little reſt the following night. | 


When they came the next day to give me ſomething to 
break my faſt, I aſked for my books and my combs : But 
I ſoon underſtood, that they gave the firſt to no body, not 
even the breviary to Priefts ; and that the ſecond were no 
longer neceſſary to me, my hair being immediately cut off ; 

which is done to all the priſoners of what condition or ſex 


ſcever, the firſt day that they enter into theſe Holy Pr Nun, 


or on the morrow at the lateſt. 


I muſt here for ſome time interrupt the account of what 


particularly reſpects myſelf, to deſcribe ſuecinctly this houſe, 
with the orders and formalities, that are obſerved | in it. 


C H A P. IX. 
Deſcription of the Inquife tion of Goa. 
HE Houſe of the Inquiſi tion, which the Portuguese 


call Santa Caſa, that is, the Holy Houſe, is ſituatued 
on one ſide of the great ſpace, which is before the Cathedral 
Church dedicated to St. Catherine. This houſe is great and 


magnificent, having in its front three gates; that in the 


middle is larger than the other ; and it is by this, that they 


aſcend into the great ſtair-caſe, which leadeth into the hall 
before- mentioned. The gates on the ſides lead to the apart- 


ments of the Inquiſitors, of which every one is large enough 


0 lodge a reaſonable train. There is within it divers other 
apartments for the officers of the houſe ; and in paſling far- 


ther, may be ſeen a large building divided into divers lodg- 
ings, in two ſtories, ſeparated the one from the other by 
| back-courts. There is in every ſtage a gallery, one ten 


foot ſquare ; and the number of theſe chambers 155 be in 


all two hundred. 


he little cells of one of theſe dormitories are Heb. * 
without any window, lower and leſs than the others; and 
they ſhewed me them one day, when J complained, that 
was treated with too much rigour, to let me know, that 
might have been worſe provided than I was. The others 
are ſquare, vaulted, whited, private, and enlightened by 
means of a little zrato-window:; which ſhutteth not; and 
to which the talleſt man cannot reach. The walls are 


throughout five foot thick; every chamber is ſhut with 


two doors, the one on the inſide, and the other on the 


utſide of the wall; that within conſiſts of two folding 


leaves, is ſtrong, well bolted, and opened from the lower 
9 4 Part 
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part like a grate, It hath in the upper part a little window, 
by which the priſoners receive their meat, their linnen, and 
other things, whereof they have need, and which can paſs 


through it. This window hath a little ſhutter to it, which 


is ſhut with two ſtrong bolts. The door, which is on the 
outſide of the wall, is not ſo ſtrong nor ſo thick as the 


other, but is whole, and without any window; they leave 


that ordinarily open from ſix in the morning to eleven, 
that the wind may enter in by the clefts of the other door, 
and fo the air of the chamber may be b 


5 
HA p. X. 


In what manner the priſoners of the Inquiſeticn are treated. 


: I HEV give to every one of thoſe, whom their unhap- 


pineſs leads into theſe holy priſons, an earthen pot 


full of water to waſh themſelves ; another more convenient 
of thoſe, which are called Gurguleta, allo full of water to 
drink, with a pucaro or cup made of a kind of fine earth, 


which is commonly found in the Indies, and which cooleth 
the water admirably well, after it hath ſtood in it for ſome 
time. They give them alſo a broom to keep their cham- 
ber clean; a mat to ſpread upon the floor where they lye; 
a great baſon, which is changed every four days, and a pot 


: to cover it; which ſerveth alſo to put the filth in, which is 


ſwept up. The priſoners are there pretty well treated ; 


_ have three meals in a day, that is, breakfaſt at fix 


a- clock in the morning, dinner at ten, and ſupper at four 


a- clock in the evening. The breakfaſt of the Negroes is 


ordinarily cange, which is water thickened with rice. For 


their other meals, they always make uſe of rice and fiſh, | 
The Whites or Europeans are better treated. They carry 
to them in the morning a little ſoft bread, weighino! avout 


three ounces, with fried fiſn, fruits, and a ſaufage, "if it be 


Sunday, and ſometimes alſo upon 7 hur/day, They gave 


them alſo fleſh to dinner on theſe two days, with a little 


| bread, as in the morning; a plate of rice, with ſome ragort, 


and much ſauce, to mingle with the rice, which is boiled 


only with water and ſalt. On all other days they have no- 


thing to - Mnner but fiſn; for . they bring to them 3 in 


of fith « or of eggs, whoſe ſaucc may be eaten with 5 rice. 
As for fleſh, they never make uſe of it to ſupper, not even 
upon Baſterday, I think, that this way of life is not ob- 


D 2 | ſerved | 
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ſerved ſo much out of ſparingneſs, fiſh being a very dear com- 
modity in the Indies, as for to mortify the more thoſe, who 
have incurred the greater excommunication, and to preſerve 
them, at the ſame time, from that cruel diſeaſe, which the 


Indians call Mordechi, which is nothing elſe but indigeſtion, 


a diſeaſe very frequent and dangerous in theſe climates ; and 
above all, in a place, where no exerciſe is performed. 
They take care to give the ſick perſons all things neceſ- 
ſary for them. The phyſicians and ſurgeons fail not to viſit 
them at all requiſite times; and if the ſickneſs grows dan- 


gerous, they aſſign confeſſors to them. But they adminiſter 
to none within this Holy Houſe, either the Euchariſt, or 
Extreme Unction. As alſo they never hear Maſs there. 

Thoſe, who die within theſe priſons, are buried in the 
| houſe without ceremony. And if they are judged worthy 
of death according to the maxims of this Tribunal, they 


are digged up, and their bones are kept to be burnt at the 


next Act of Faith. I will relate | in another place the particu- 


Jars of this ceremon 
As it is always very hot in the Indies, and in the Inquiſi- 


tion no books are allowed to any perſon, the priſoners never 
ſee any fire, nor other light, than that of the day. There 
are in every cell two couches to lye upon, becauſe when 
_ neceſſity requireth it, they ſhut up two perſons together. 
_ Beſides the matt, which is given to every one, the white 
men have moreover a coverlet, which ſerveth inſtead of a 
matt, there being no need of it to cover themſelves, unleſs 
it be to avoid the perſecution of thoſe flies, which are called 
Couſins, and are there in very great numbers, and which 
cauſe one of the greateſt 1 inconveniences, that is to be 


found 1 in this melancholy habitation. . 
CHA . 
Of the Officers of t the Inquiſit tion. 


HERE are at Coa two Inquiſitors. The fit, whom 


they call Inguiſidor mor, or the Great Inquiſitor, is 


always a Secular Prieſt; and the ſecond a Monk, of the 
Order of St. Dominick. The Holy Office hath alſo Officers, 
whom they call Deputies of the Holy Office ; theſe are in 
greater number. There is of all Religious Orders: They 
aft at the trial of the accuſed perſons, at their examina- 
tion, and forming of their proceſs; but they never come into 
the Tribunal without being lent for by the Inquiſitor. : 


There 
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There are others, whom they call Cal:ficadores of the 
Holy Office; to whom they aſſign the care of examining in 
books the propoſitions, which they ſuſpect to be contrary 
to the purity of Faith. And theſe aſſiſt not at the Trials, 
nor come to the Tribunals, but only ſend their report con- 


cerning the things, which are committed to their charge. 


There is moreover a Promotor, a Procurator, and Ad- 


vocates for the Priſoners, who deſire them, who ſerve not 


ſo much to defend them, as to pump out their moſt ſecret 
thoughts, and to betray them : And even although there 


ſhould be no reaſon to doubt of their fidelity, their pro- 


tection would vet be wholly unuſeful to the accuſed perſons, 


ſince thoſe Advocates never ſpeak to them but in the pre- 


ſence of the Judges, or of perſons, whom they ſend to 


give an account of their conferences. The Inquiſition hath 
other officers, whom they call Familiars of the Holy Office, 


who are properly the Serjeants of this I'ribunal. Perſons 
of all conditions are ambitious to be admitted into this noble 
function, although they be Dukes or Princes. They em- 
ploy them to go and arreſt accuſed perſons ; and they are 
wont ordinarily to ſend a Familiar of Quality for him, 


whom they would apprehend. Theſe officers have no 
wages, and they eſteem it ſufficient recompence to have 
the honour to ſerve ſo holy a Tribunal. They wear always, 
as a mark of honour, a medal of gold, upon which are 


engraved the arms of the Holy Office. They go alone, 
when they intend to arreſt any one; and as ſoon as they 
have declared to any perſon, that they are called by the 


Inquiſitors, every one is obliged to follow them without 
_ replying ; for if any one ſhould in the leaſt reſiſt, the whole 


multitude of people would not fail to lend their aſſiſtance 
for the execution of the orders of the Holy Office. Beſides 
all theſe Officers, there are alſo Secretaries, Serjeants, 


whom they call Meirinbos, an Alcaide or Jaylor, and guards 
to watch over the priſoners, and bring them their meat, 


with other things neceſſary. ; 


HA Il. 


In what manner the Officers of the Inquiſition behave themſelves 


towards the Priſoners _ 


WP 8 all the priſoners are ſeparated, and 4 it ſeldom 


£ A. happens, that two are put together, four perſons are 


more than ſufficient to guard two hundred. They cauſe a 
1 i perpetual 


1 
perpetual ſilence to be in the Inquiſition; and thoſe, who 
would lament themſelves, weep, or even pray to God too 
loud, put themſelves in danger of receiving blows, with a2 
ſwitch, from the guards; Who at the leaſt noiſe, which 
they bear, run to the place whence it cometh, to give 
them notice to be ſilent ; and if obedience be wanting to 
the ſecond command, they open the doors, and beat the 
priſoners without mercy ; which ſerveth not only to correct 
thoſe, which they chaſtize in this manner, but alſo to ter- 
rify the reſt, who all hear the cries and the blows, by rea- 
ſon of the profound ſilence, which is obſerved every where. 
The Alcaide and the Guards are continually in the galleries, 
and they lye there all night. 

The Inquiſitor, accompanied with a Scree, and an 
Interpreter, viſiteth all the priſoners every two months, or 
thereabouts, to aſk them, if they want any thing; whe- 
ther their meat be brought to them at the preſcribed hours, 
and whether they have not any png ge to make againſt 
the officers, which are about them ? As ſoon as anſwer is 
made upon theſe three articles, they immediately ſhut the 
door. In truth, theſe viſits are made only to ſet forth that 

Juſtice and goodneſs, whereof they make oſtentation in this 
Tribunal, but produce not the leaſt profit or aſſiſtance to 
the priſoners, who make their complaints, ſince they are 
not at all the more kindly treated. Thoſe among the pri- 
ſoners, who poſſeſs any goods, are no whit better 8 
than thoſe, who have none; and they furniſh to the latter 
neceſſaries from what is confiſcated from the others. For 
the Holy Office very ſeldom fails to confiſcate all the goods, 

moveable and immoveable, of thoſe, who have the musfor- 
tune to Fall into their hands. | 


CHAP. XIII. 


Of Of the fimalties which are eee in the Inquiſition. 


. W HEN any perſon is brought before the Inquiſition, 
: they firſt of all aſs him his name, his profeſſion, 
or his quality; then they exhort him to give an exact ac- 
count of all his goods; and to induce him the more eaſily 
to it, they ſignify to him on the part of Jeſus Chriſt, that 
if he be innocent, all that he ſhall have declared to be 
his, ſhall be faithfully reſtored to him; and that on the 
Contrary, even although | his innocence ſhould be clearly 
prov ed 


| BY 
proved, all that could be afterwards diſcovered to belong to 
him, which he had not acknowledged, ſhould remain con- 
fiſcated, and be loſt to him. And becauſe almoſt all per- 
ſons are prepoſſeſſed with an opinion of the holineſs and 
integrity of this Tribunal; a perſon, to whom his own 
conſcience reproacheth not any crime, not doubting, but 
that his innocence will be demonſtrated, and that conſe- 
quently his liberty will be reſtored to him, maketh no 
ſcruple to reveal to theſe Inquiſitors whatſoever is moſt 
ſecret, and of greateſt importance, in his affairs and whole 
fnily. LS 
It is not without ſome apparent reaſon, that the publick 
is prepoſſeſſed in favour of this Tribunal; for to confider 
* only the external part of it, there is no judicature in the 
> world, wherein juſtice is exerciſed with greater appearance 
of ſweetneſs and charity. TI hoſe, who accuſe themſelves 
of their own accord, and who teſtify their repentance be- 
fore they are apprehended, remain tree ; and are not liable 
to be impriſoned. It is true, that they look upon ſuch as 
criminals, who accuſe not themſelves before their impriſon- 
ment, and that they condemn them as ſuch : But they 
never puniſh any perſon with any temporal puniſhment, 
which extendeth to death, except thoſe, who are mani- 
feſtly convicted. They are not contented there with two 
or three witneſſes, as in other lay judicatures, to look 
upon an accuſed perſon as a convicted criminal ; and 
although two witneſſes ſuffice to decree the apprehenſion 
of any man, it is required, that there be, at leaſt, ſeven to 
condemn him. How enormous ſoever the crime be, where- 
of the accuſed perſon is a reputed convict, the Holy Office 
contents itſelf with the eccleſiaſtical puniſhment of excom- 
munication, and the confiſcation of his goods. And in 
reſpe&t of temporal and corporal puniſhments, which the 
criminal owes to the lay juſtice, if he acknowledgeth his 
crime, he is acquitted for that time: The Holy Office in- 
tercedes for him, ſuſpends the Secular Arm, and obtaincth 
_ pardon for the criminal. Neither are there any exhorta- 
tions, or inſtances, which they will not make to produce 
this acknowledgment. It is true, that if he relapſeth into 
his crime, the Inquiſition cannot any longer ſave him, but 
ſhe abandons him unwillingly, and delivers him not to the 
Secular Arm, till after ſhe hath obtained of the Lay Judges, 
that if they perſiſt in their reſolutions of puniſhing che re- 
lapſed criminal with death, it ſhall be, at leait, without 
effuſion of blood. What gentleneſs is this! But 
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Chhriſtianity, which they did, at leaſt in appearance. But 
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But after having ſaid all, that, can be. alledged in favour 


of the Holy Office, we muſt add ſome circumſtances, which 
will manifeſt what is to be expected from this apparent good- 


neſs and charity. The witneſſes are never confronted; they 


receive for witneſſes all ſorts of perſons, even thoſe, who 
are intereſted in the life and condemnation of the accuſed 
perſon. T hey never admit any objection to be made by 
the accuſed againſt witneſſes the moſt notoriouſly unworthy 


of being heard, and moſt uncapable of depoſing againſt him. 
The number of theſe witneſſes is oft-times reduced to five; 


they comprehend in the number of theſe witncſles the pre- 


| tended complices, who depoſe only in time of torture, and 
who can fave their lives no otherwiſe than by confeſſing that 


which they never did. And in this number of ſeven, the 
pretended guilty perſon is comprehended, who confeſſing in 
torture the crime, which he never committed, is reputed a 
witneſs againſt himſelf. Oftentimes, alſo, this number of 
ſeven is reduced to none, becauſe it is compoſed only of 
pretended accomplices, who are truly innocent of the crime, 


which they impoſe upon them; and whom the Inquiſition 


renders truly criminal, in forcing them either by threats of 


fire, or by torture, to accuſe the innocent to ſave their own 


lives. For to underſtand well this myſtery, we are to know, 


that among the crimes, which the Inquiſition hath right to 
take cognizance of, there are ſome, which may be com- 
mitted in that manner, that one alone is guilty, as blaſ- 
phemy, impiety, &c. There are others, which cannot be 


committed without having at laſt one accomplice, as ſodo- 


my. Andlaſtly, there are others, which cannot be committed 
without having divers complices; as to have aſſiſted at the 


*Zewiſh Sabbath, or to have partaken in thoſe ſuperſtitious 


aſſemblies, which the converted Idolaters have ſa much dif- 


ficulty to quit, and which they treat as magick and ſorcery ; 


becauſe they are held to diſcover ſecret things, or to know 
future events, by methods, which do not naturally lead to 
ſuch knowledge. I  rhen ti 
It is particularly in reſpect, and upon occafion of theſe 

_ crimes, which cannot be committed but with one or more 


accomplices, that the proceedings of the Holy Officeare more 


ſtrange and more extraordinary, The Fews having been 


driven out of Spain by Ferdinand King of Arragon, and 


Jabella Queen of Caſtile, his wife, they fled into Portugal, 


where they were received upon condition of embracing 
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as the name of Jeu is odious throughout the whole world, 
they always diſtinguiſhed the Chriſtian families from the 
families of the converted Fews ; and they at this day call 
thoſe, who are deſcended from them, in any degree whatſo- 
ever, Chriſtans noves, that is to ſay, New Chriſtians. 
And becauſe in proceſs of time, ſome have contracted al- 
liance with the ancient Chriſtians, they upbraid it conti- 
nually to their ſucceſſors, that they are partly Naw Chri- 


ftians, which the Portugueze expreſs, by ſaying, temparte 
de Criſtam novo. Inſomuch, that although their Grand- 


fathers, or Great-Grandfathers were Chriſtians, theſe un- 


happy perſons ſhall never be able to obtain admiſſion into 
the number of Criſtams Velos, or Ancient Chriſtians, And 
as the families, which are deſcended thus directly, or in part 
from theſe Fews, are diſtinctly known in Portugal, where 
they are the object of the hatred and horrour of others, 


they are forced to unite themſelves more ſtrictly together, 


to render to each other that mutual aſſiſtance, which they 
cannot hope for from others. And it is this very union, 


which augmenteth the contempt and hatred of them; and 
which is the ordinary cauſe of their misfortunes, 


CHAP. XIV. 


Of the injuſtice, which is committed by the Inquiſition, in reſpect | 


of perſons accuſed of Fudaiſm. 


O illuſtrate this matter well, I will ſuppoſe, that A 
new Chriſtian, but who nevertheleſs is very ſincerely 


and truly a Chriſtian deſcended from theſe unfortunate fami- 


lies, is arreſted by order of the Holy Office ; and that he is 
accuſed not only by ſeven witneſſes, but by fifty, if you 


will. This man, who is aſſured of his own innocence, 


which he hopeth will be undoubtedly acknowledged, maketh 


no ſcruple to give to his Judge an exact account of all his 


goods; which he believeth will be faithfully reſtored to him. 


| Nevertheleſs theſe gentlemen no ſooner get them into their 
hands, but they ſell them publickly, as being well aſſured, 
that they ſhall never reſtore any thing. „„ 


Some months being paſſed, this man is called to an audi- 


ence, to aſk him, if he knows, why he is put in priſon; 


to which he fails not to anſwer, that he knoweth no rea- 
ſon : He is then exhorted to conſider ſeriouſly, and to tell 


them; ſince this is the only 88 ſpeedily to recover his 


liberty; 


„. 
* * 
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liberty; after which he is remitted to his lodgings. He is 
again brought to an audience ſome time after, and is aſked 
divers times in the ſame manner, without drawing any 
other anſwer from him. But at laſt the time of the Auto 
da Fe approaching, the Promotor preſents himſelf, and de- 
dclares to him, that he is accuſed by a good number of un- 
exceptionable witneſſes to have judaized ; which conſiſteth 
in obſerving the ceremonies of the Moſaic law, as not to 
eat ſwines fleſh, an hare, or fiſh without ſcales; to have 
aſſembled with others, and ſolemnized the Sabbath-day ; 
to have eaten the Paſchal-Lamb, and ſo in the reſt. He 
is then conjured by the bowels of the mercy of our Lord 
Teſus Chrift (for theſe are the very terms, which they 
affect to uſe in the Holy Houſe) voluntarily to confeſs his 
crimes, ſince this is the only means, which remains for him 
to ſave his life ; and that the Holy Office ſeeketh all poſ- 
ſible means not to ſuffer him to deſtroy himſelf, This in- 
nocent man perſiſteth in denying what is charged on him, 
and hereupon he is condemned as a negative convicted perſon, 
(that is to ſay, one, who is convicted, but will not confeſs 
his crime) to be delivered up to the ſecular arm, to be 
puniſhed according to the laws, that is, to be burnt. _ 
Vet they never diſcontinue to exhort him to accuſe him- 
ſelf ; and provided that he do it before the eve of his being 
led forth to execution, he may yet avoid death. But if he 
perſiſt to proteſt his innocence, notwithſtanding all exhor- 
tations, ſollicitations, and even torture itſelf, which are 
uſed to oblige him to accuſe himſelf, at laſt they ſignify to 
him the decree of his execution on the Friday, which im- 
mediately precedeth the Sunday of his being carried forth. 
This ſignification is made in preſence of a Serjeant of the 
Secular Juſtice, who caſteth a cord upon the hands of the 
pretended guilty perſon, in token, that he taketh poſſeſſion 
of him, after the eccleſiaſtical juſtice hath abandoned him; 
after that a Confeſſor is brought in, who never leaveth the 
condemned perſon either night or day; who never ceaſeth | 
to preſs him particularly, and exhort him to confeſs that 
whereof he is accuſed, that he may thereby ſave his life. 
An innocent man muſt needs then find himſelf in a great 
perplexity. If he continueth to deny till Sunday, he is 
cruelly put to death the ſame day ; and if he accuſeth him- 
ſelf, he becometh infamous and miſerable for his whole 
life. Nevertheleſs, if the exhortations of his Confeſſor, 
and the fear of the puniſhment, induce him to confeſs 7 
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crimes, which he never committed, he muſt deſire to be 
carried to audience, which fails not to be immediately grant- 
ed. Being there in preſence of his Judges, he muſt firſt 
declare himſelf guilty, and then aſk pardon, as well for his 
crimes, as his obſtinacy, in refuſing ſo long to confeſs them. 
And as they always imagine, they have reaſon to believe 
they accuſe themſelves fincerely, they oblige him to relate 
all his faults and errours particularly: And ſo this innocent 
man, to whom they have already ſignified the diſpoſitions 
of his enemies, not being able to perform what is required 
of him, is forced to repeat that, which he had before heard 
told to him. This man may then, perhaps, imagine, that 
he ſhall be wholly acquitted ; but there remain things to 
be done by him incomparably more difficult than all which 
he hath hitherto done; for the Inquiſitors fail not to ſpeak 
to him very near, in this manner : If you have been at the 
Aſſemblies upon the Sabbath-day, as you ſay; and that 
your accuſers have been there preſent, as is very probadle ; 
to convince us of the ſincerity of your repentance, it is 
neceſſary, that you name not only thoſe, who have accuſed 
you, but moreover all thoſe, who have been with you at 
theſe Aſſembiies. = 1 85 3 

It is not eaſy to diſcover the reaſon, which induces the 
Holy Office, to oblige theſe pretended Fews to gueſs the. 
witneſſes, which have accuſed them; unleſs it be that the 
witneſſes of aſſembling in the Sabbath are accomplices of 
the fat, But how ſhall this poor innocent be able to gueſs ? 
And if he ſhould be guilty, for what end is it, that he muſt 
name them to the Holy Office, which already knows them, 
ſince ſhe hath received their depoſition, and that it is only 
upon account of this depoſition, that ſhe thus treateth the 
accuſed perſon as guilty ? In all other caſes they permit 
not, that the criminals ſhail know their witneſſes, againſt 


whom they would have objections to alledge ; here they 


force them to gueſs, who they are. They are accomplices, 
I grant it; but the Inquiſition will not at all the better 
know them after the accuſed perſon ſhall have named 
them. If they accuſe themſelves voluntarily, the Inquiſi- 
tion ' hath no more to ſay to them. If they have ; ca 
forced to confeſs their crimes in the priſons of the Inqui- 
ſition, they are there ſtill where they were before; and it 
> concerns not the Holy Office to 1 the accuſed perſon 
= gueſs their names; himſelf will not become thereby the 
more innocent, nor they the ** guilry, The accuſed per- 
. SE 2 | Ion 


( 28 ) 
ſon and the witneſſes are equally in the power of the In- 
uiſition; what is then the defign and intereſt of theſe 
folks ? unleſs it be to cauſe, that this man ſhould accuſe 
all his accomplices in ſecking to gueſs out his witneſſes. 
This may ſerve for ſomewhat, if he be truly guilty ; but if 
he be not, this neceſſity of gueſſing cannot but involve the 
innocent; and ſo it happens, for this poor new Chriſtian 
being forced to name people, whom he knows not, to the 
Inquiſition, who knows them, (ſince without that, the 
confeſſion of a crime, whereof he is innocent, would no- 
thing avail him, to ſave him from the ſire,) reaſons very 
near thus: It muſt neceſſarily be, that thoſe, who have 
accuſed me, ſhould be of my kindred, of my friends, of 


my neighbours ; and laſtly, ſome of the new Chriſtians, 


whoſe company I have wont to frequent : For the ancient 
Chriſtians are hardly ever accuſed or ſuſpected of Judaiſm. 
And it may be that theſe perſons have been reduced to the 
ſame condition, wherein I am at preſent; it is neceſſary 
therefore, that I accuſe all round about me. And as it 1s 
not poſſible, that he ſhould gueſs punQually, and in order, 
| thoſe, who have depoſed againſt him, to find out the ſix 
or ſeven perſons, who have accuſed him, he is neceſſarily 
obliged to name a great number of innocent perſons, who 
had never thought cf him ; againſt whom, nevertheleſs, 
| himſelf becomes a witneſs by his declaration, which is oft- 
times ſufficient to cauſe them to be arreſted, and keep them 


| in the priſons of the Holy Office, till in time they can get 


ſeven witneſſes againſt them, as againſt him, whom I have 


already ſuppoſed ; which will be ſufficient to cauſe them ta : 


be condemned to the hire. 


CHAP. XV. 


 Wherein is farther treated of the formalities, which are ab- 
1 85 Perved in the Inquiſition, 1 5 


man may by this means be very innocent, although he hath 
fifty witneſſes againſt him, and yet this man, as innocent 
as he is, for want of accuſing himſelf, or of gueſſing well, 
is delivered to the executioners as ſufficiently convicted 
which would never happen, or at leaſt very ſeld 


they 
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T is caſy to know, by what hath been already ſaid in 
the preceding Chapter, that theſe miſerable victims of 
the Inquiſition mutually accuſe one another; and that a 


om, if 


3 
Sw 


(29) 
they took care to confront the accuſers, witneſſes, and ac- 
cuſed perſons. 


All that is practiſed againſt perſons ſuſpected of Ju- 
daiſm, and all that hath been hitherto ſaid, is to be under- 
ſtood alſo of perſons become ſuſpected of ſorcery ; becauſe 
they are ſuppoſed to have been preſent at thoſe ſuperſtitious 
aſſemblies, which I before mentioned. And here the dif- 
ficulty of naming their pretended accomplices and accuſers 
is much greater, becauſe they are not, as the New Chriſ- 
tians, to ſeek their witneſſes, and their accomplices, in 
a certain ſpecies of men. But it is neceſſary, that they 
find them at a venture, and indifferently, among their 


whole acquaintance, friends, kindred, enemies, neuters of 


all profeſhons, which takes in many more innocent perſons. 
into theſe fortuitous and forced accuſations ; becauſe they 
muſt name a greater number, in order to meet in this mul- 
titude of innocents with the witneſſes, concerning whom 
they are aſked. 3555 e 
The goods both of thoſe, who are puniſhed with death, 
and of thoſe who avoid it by their confeſſion, are equally 


| confiſcated ; becauſe they are all reputed guilty. And as 


the Inquiſitors deſire not ſo much their lives as their goods, 
and that according to the laws of the Tribunal, they de- 
liver none over to the Secular Arm but relapſed perſons, 
and thoſe, who will not ſubſcribe to their accuſations ; 


> theſe Judges uſe all poſlible arts to induce the priſoners to 
1 confeſs, not forgetting to rack them to force them to it. 


They are alſo ſo merciful as to rack theſe accuſed perſons 
in a moſt violent manner, to ſave their lives in forcing 
them to confeſs the crimes, whereof they are accuſed: 
but the true reaſon, which makes them ſo paſſionately de- 

fire, that one ſhould accuſe himſelf, is that a man having 


_ confeſſed himſelf guilty, the world hath no longer any 


reaſon to doubt, that his goods were juſtly confiſcated : 
And becauſe by remitting the puniſhment of death to theſe 
pretended criminals, they dazzle the eyes of the ſimple with 
an apparent goodneſs and juſtice, which contributes, not a 


little, to preſerve the idea commonly entertained of the 


holineſs and gentleneſs of this Tribunal; without which 
 artifice, it could not any long time ſubſiſt; it will not be 

amiſs here to let the reader know, that thoſe, who have 
thus eſcaped the fire by their forced confeſſion, when they 
are out of the priſon of the Holy Office, are ſtrictly obliged 


to publiſh, that they were treated with much goodneſs and 


clemency, 


(39 ] 
clemency, ſince their life was preſerved to them, which 
they had juſtly forfeited, For if a man, who having con- 

fefled himſelf guilty, ſhould afterwards preſume to juſtify 
himſelf after his enlargement, he would be immediately 
accuſed, arreſted, and burnt at the firſt AF of Faith, with- 
out any Hope of pardon. 


CHAP. XVI. 


Other kinds of injuſtice, which are uteri committed in the 
Inquifiti tion. 


I F Chriſtians are often put to death fally accuſed, and 
ſlenderly convicted of having judaized, as the Judges F 
of the Holy Office would themſelves ſoon acknowledge, 
if they would take the pains to examine the matter without 
_ prejudice, and conſider, that among an hundred perſons 
condemned to the fire, as Jews, there are ſcarce found 
four, who profeſs this law at their death, the reſt crying 
out and proteſting to their laſt breath, that they are Chri- 
ſtians, that they have been ſo all their lives, that they adore 
Jefus Chriſt as their only and true God, and that it is 
wholly upon his mercies and the merits of his adorable 
blood that they found all their hopes. But the cries and 
declarations of theſe unhappy perſons, if we may ſo call 
them, who ſuffer for not acknowledging a lye, cannot in 
the leaſt move theſe gentlemen, who imagine, that this 
authentick confeſſion of their faith, which ſo great a num 
ber of people make in dying, deſerveth not to obtam the 
leaſt reflection; and who believe, that a certain number of 

| witneſſes, whom the ſole fear of fire hath induced to accuſe. 
very innocent perſons, will be a reaſon ſtrong enough to 
defend them from the juſt vengeance of God : If, I fay, 
fo many Chriſtians paſſing for 'Fews are unjuſtly delivered 
up to execution in all the Inquiſitions, there are no leſs, 
nor fewer acts of injuſtice performed in the Indies againſt 
thoſe, who are accuſed of magick and ſorcery, and as ſuch 
condemned to the fire. To illuſtrate this, we are to, ob- 
ſerve, that the Gentiles, who in Paganiſm obſerved a very 
eat number of ridiculous ſuperſtitions ; to know, for 
example, the ſucceſs of an affair, or of a diſeaſe; whether 
one is loved by a certain perſon ; who ſtole away any thing 
which is loſt, and for other' reaſons of this nature ; that 


theſe Gentiles, 1 fay, cannot ſo well, nor fo readily mas 
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which every one taketh, of freely accuſing thoſe, who are 


631 


all theſe things, but that they put them often in practice 
after they are baptized ; which will be thought leſs ſtrange, 
if we conſider, that in France, where the Chriſtian Religion 


| hath been eſtabliſhed for ſo many ages, there. may be yet 
found ſo many perſons, who give belief to, and uſe theſe 


impertinent ceremonies, which ſo long a time hath not 
cauſed to be forgotten. Farther, that thoſe Gentiles 


newly converted to the faith have paſſed the greater part 
of their life in Paganiſm, and that thoſe, who live in the 
States of the King of Portugal in the Indies, are ſubjects or 


ſlaves, who ordinarily change not their religion, but in 
hope of being better treated by their Lords and Maſters ; 


e theſe ſort of faults, which, in groſs and igno- 


rant perſons, would methinks deſerve rather the whip than 


the fire, ceaſe not to be expiated by this cruel puniſhment 
in all thoſe, who are convicted, according to the maxims 
of this Tribunal, the ſecond time, if they confeſſed the 


firſt time; or the firſt time, if they perſiſted to deny the 
fact. And the Inquiſition puniſheth not only Chriſtians, 
who fall, or who are accuſed to have fallen into the caſes, 
whereof it hath right to judge, but alſo Mahometans, Gen- 


tiles, and other ſtrangers of whatſoever Religion they be, 
Who have committed any, of theſe crimes, or who have 
performed any exerciſe of their religion in the countries 
ſubject to the King of Portugal. For although the Prince 
5 granteth liberty of conſcience, the Holy Office having the 


interpretation of this commiſſion, conſenteth indeed, "that 


ſtrangers ſhould live in their religion, but puniſheth thoſe 
as guilty, who perform any exerciſe of it. And as in the 


lands of the Portugueze dominion in the Indies, there are 


many more Mahometans and Gentiles than Chriſtians, and 
that the Inquiſition, which puniſheth the relapſed Chriſtians 
with death, never inflicteth capital puniſhment upon thoſe, 
who never receiyed baptiſm, although they ſhould relapſe 


an hundred times into the ſame fault; and that at the moſt _ 
they are quitted for baniſhment, the whip, or the gallics ; 


this fear of being condemned to the Fire hinders many 
from embracing Chriſtianity.” And the Holy Office, far 
from being uſeful in theſe countries to the propagation of 
the Faith, ſerveth for nothing elſe but to drive people from 
the Church, and create in them an abhorrence of it. 


The perpetual ſucceſſion of accuſations, which neceſſari- 
ly follow, all which I have hitherto related, and the liberty, 


his 


„ TR 
his enemies, cauſeth that, the priſons of the Inquifition are 
never long empty; and though the Acts of Faith are made 
at the lateſt from two to two, or from three to three years, 


there fail not nevertheleſs to appear in every one about two 
hundred priſoners, and ſometimes more. 


CHAP. XVII. 
Some particulars concerning the Officers of the Inquiſition. 


IN all the countries of the Portugueze dominions, there 
4 are four Inquiſitions, to wit, in Portugal thoſe of Lis- 

ben, Conimbra, and Devora, and in the Eaft-Indies that of 

Goa. Theſe Tribunals are all ſupreme, and judge without 
appeal all thoſe matters, which happen within the extent of 

their bounds. That of Goa extendeth its juriſdiction over 
all the countr les poſſeſſed by the King of ortugal, beyond | 5 
the Cape of Good Hope. Beſide theſe four Tribunals, there 
is alfo the Great Council of the Inquiſition, wherein preſideth 
the Inquiſitor-General: This Tribunal is the chief of all 


others, and is informed of all, which is done by the others. A 


Beſide the honour, the exceſſive authority, and the pen- | 
ſions annexed to the charges of all the Inquifitors, they *Þ 
draw thence alſo a confiderable profit two ways. The 
| firſt, when they cauſe the effects of the priſoners to be 
publickly ſold ; by which means, if there be found any 
thing rare and precious, they need only ſend ſome of their 
domeſticks to cheapen it; and it is certain, that no body 
will dare to bid above him : Whence it happens often, 
that things are adjudged to him at half of their juſt value. 

Ihe ſecond mean, by which they may more conſidera, 
bly gain, is, that the price of the confiſcated goods being 


brought into the Royal Exchequer, they have power to ſend j | 
orders, when they will, and for what ſums they plcaſe, to 1 


ſupply the expences and ſecret neceſſities of the Holy Office ; 
which is paid to them ready down, without any perſon's | 
| daring to enquire wherein theſe ſecret neceſſities conſiſt, 


inſomuch as almoſt all that comes from theſe confiſca- | 


tions returns to them one way or other 


All the Inquiſitors are named by the King, and con- 


firmed by the Pope, from whom they receive their Bulls. 
There is no man at Goa, but the Grand Inquiſitor, who 
| hath or claimeth the right of being carried in a chair. 
Much greater reſpect is given to him than either to the 
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( 33) 
Archbiſhop or Viceroy; and the Governours, when the 
Viceroy is dead. His authority extends over all ſorts of 
perſons, laick and eccleſiaſtick, except the Archbiſhop, his 
Grand- Vicar, who is always a Biſhop, the Viceroy, and 
the Governours, when the Viceroy is dead ; although he 
can cauſe even them to be arreſted, after he hath given 
advice of his intention to the Court of Portugal, and hath 


received ſecret orders of the Supreme Council of the In- 
quiſition at Lisbon, called Conſelho Supremo. This Tribunal 


aſſembleth not but from fifteen to fifteen days, unleſs ſome- 
what extraordinary intervenes, which may oblige them to 


meet more frequently; whereas the ordinary Councils are 
regularly aſſembled twice a day, in the morning from eight 


of the clock to eleven, and in the afternoon from two to 


four, and ſometimes later; eſpecially when the times of the 
Ads Faith draw near, for then the audiences are often 


prolonged till ten at nigggſt. _— 

When- they judge cauſes, beſides the Deputies, which 
aſſiſt, the Archbiſhops or Biſhops of the places, where the. 
Inquiſition is eſtabliſhed, have a right to be preſent at the 


Tribunal, and to preſide there in all the judgments, which 
are made. But it is time to return to what particularly re- 


lates to myſelf. , . 
CHAP, XvIIL 


In what manner I was led the firſt time to audience, and uh 


they ſaid to me. 


HEY had given me notice; when I was firſt ſhut 


a up in the priſons of the Holy Office, that whenever 
I ſhould have need of any thing, I need only knock ſoftly 


at the door to call the guards, or deſire it of them at the 
hours of meals; and that when I would go to audience, I 


= muſt addreſs myſelf to the Alcaide, who, as well as the 


guards, never ſpeak to the priſoners without a witneſs. 
They had alſo given to me hopes, as I before ſaid, that my 


liberty ſhould immediately follow my confeffion. For this 
| reaſon I ceaſed not to importune the officers, that I might 
de carried before my Judges: But with all my tears and 


entreaties, I could not obtain this favour till the laſt of 


January, 1674 CORES 3 
The Alcaide, accompanied with one of the guards, came 


to me upon this account, at two of the clock in the after 
vVoon. I habited myſelf according to his directions, and 
| 4 ; | 5 F c 3 


went 


( 34 ) 
went out of my cell, my head, legs, and feet being naked. 
The Alcaide went before me, and the guard followed me. 
We walked in this order to the very door of the chamber 
of audience, where the Alcaide having advanced a little, 
and made a profound reverence, ſtept back to let me enter 
alone. I found there, as before, the Inquiſitor and the 
Secretary. I fell down at firſt upon my knees; but having 
received order to ariſe and fit down, I ſeated myſelf upon a 
bench, which was at the end of the table on the ſame fide 
with my Judge. Near me upon the end of the table lay a 
miſſal; upon which, before we proceeded any farther, they 
made me lay my hand, and promiſe to keep ſecrecy, and 
ſpeak the truth : which two oaths are exacted of all thoſe, 
who approach this Tribunal, whether it be to depoſe or 
receive any order. They then aſked me, if I knew the 
cauſe of my impriſonment, and whether I were reſolved to 
confeſs it. Jo which having anſwered, that I defired no- 
thing more, I recited exactly all that I before related in 
the beginning of this narrative, touching baptiſm, and 
images, without ſaying any thing of what I had advanced 
concerning the Inquiſition, becauſe I did not then remem- 
der it. My Judge having farther aſked me, whether I had 


nothing elſe to ſay, and being told, that this was all which ; 
I remembered, far from reſtoring my liberty to me, as I | 


had hoped, he finiſhed this audience with theſe very words: 
That I had done very wiſely in accuſing myſelf ſo wil- | 
lingly ; and that he exhorted me on the part of our Lord |} 
Jeſus Chriſt, fully to confeſs the reſt of my accuſations, to 
the end that I might make proof of the goodneſs and mer- | 
cy, Which are uſed in this Tribunal towards thoſe, who ©! 
ſhew a true repentance of their crimes, by a ſincere and Þ| 
unſorced confeien. FVV 
My confeſſion and his exhortation being finiſhed and 
written down, they read it to me, and I ſigned it; after 
which the Inquiſitor rung the bell to call the Alcaide, who | 
carried me out, and brought me back into my chamber in 
the ſame order, in which I had gone. e 


CHAP, XIX. 
My ſecond and third audience. | 
WAS carried the ſecond time before my Judges with- i 
out deſiring it, the 15th of February, which made me 


believe, that they had ſome deſign to free me: As ſoon as 
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(35) 
Tcame in, they aſked me anew, whether J had nothing 
more to ſay, and exhorted me to diſguiſe nothing, but on 


the contrary ſincerely to confeſs all my faults. I anſwered, 
that how great care ſoever I had taken to examine myſelf, 


I could not call to mind any other thing than what 1 had 


already confeſſed. At laſt they aſked me my name, that 
of my father, mother, brother, grandfathers and grand- 
mothers, godfathers and godmothers ; whether I were a 
Chriſtam de oito dias, that is to ſay, a Chriſtian of eight 
days, becauſe in Portugal they baptize not children till the 
eighth day after their birth ; as alſo women in child-bed go 


not out, nor go to church, till forty days after their de- 


livery, how happy ſoever that may have been. My Judge 


ſeemed to be ſurprized, when I told him, that this cuſtom 


of deferring the baptiſm of children till the eighth day was 
not obſerved in France, where they baptized them as ſoon 
as could be: and it ſufficiently appears from the obſervance 
of theſe legal ceremonies, that notwithſtanding the aver- 
ſion, which the Portugueze teſtify againſt the 'Fews, they 

are nevertheleſs no very refined Chriſtians. But this is not 


the greateſt evil, which reſulteth from the obſervation of 
theſe ceremonies. For firſt, it happens but too often, that 
children die without being regenerated by the holy ſacra- 
ment of Baptiſm, and are thereby deprived of Heaven for 


ever ; and not to violate the cuſtom of Purihcation, which 
ought no longer to be continued after the publication of the 
Goſpel, the Portugueze women make no ſcruple to con- 
temn the commands of the Church, which oblige all Chri- 


ſtians to be preſent on Sunday, and on the feaſts of the 


holy ſacrifice of the Maſs, if they be not prevented by law- 


ful impediments. 


They alſo aſked me the name of the Curate, who had 
baptized me ? in what dioceſe ? what town ? what pariſh ? 


and laftly, whether I ever were confirmed? and by what 


Biſhop ? Having ſatisfied all theſe queſtions, they com- 
manded me to kneel down, to make the ſign of the Croſs, 


to repeat the Lord's-Prayer, the Ave-Mary, the Creed, 
the Commandments of God, and of the Church, and the 
Salve Regina laſtly, he concluded, as at the firſt time, by 
exhorting me through the bowels of the mercy of our 
Lord Jefus Chriſt to confeſs without delay; which being 
read in my preſence, and ſigned by me, I was remitted to 

my chamber, %%% IR „ 1 85 


From the firſt moment, that I had been in this priſon I 


bad been always melancholy, and never ceaſed to ſhed. 


tears; 


(36) 


tears; but at my return from this ſecond audience, I en- 
tirely abandoned myſelf to all grief, ſeeing that they exacted 
of me the things, which appeared impoſſible to me, fince 
my memory ſuggeſted to me nothing of that, which they 


defired I ſhould confeſs. . I endeavoured then to end my 


life by hunger : I received indeed the meat, which they 
brought to me, becauſe I could not refuſe it, without ex- 
poſing myſelf to receive baſtinadoes from the guards, who 
take care to obſerve, when the plates are returned to them, 
whether the priſoners have eaten enough to ſuſtain nature : 
But my deſpair ſuggeſted to me means of eluding their 
diligence: I pafſed whole days without eating any thing 3 
and that they might not perceive it, I caſt into the bafin 
part of what they gave me. This courſe of diet was the 
cauſe, that I was entirely deprived of ſleep, and my whole 
employment conſiſted in mortifying my body, and ſhedding 


tears. However, I omitted not in this time of my affliction, 
to reflect upon the errors of my paſt life, and to acknow- 
ledge, that it was by a juſt judgment of God, that I had 


fallen into that depth of miſery and unhappineſs. I pro- 
ceeded alſo ſo far as to believe, that he intended perhaps 


to make uſe of this means to call me to himſelf, and con- 


vert me. Having a little fortified myſelf by ſuch medita- 
tions, I implored, with my whole heart, the aſſiſtance of the 


Bleſſed Virgin, who is no leſs the conſolation of the afflict- 
ed, than the Aſylum and refuge of ſinners; and from whom 


J have ſo viſibly experienced protection, as well during my 
iümpriſonment, as upon other occaſions of my life, that 1 
could not omit to render this publick teſtimony of it. 

At laſt, after I had made a more exact, or a more happy 
examination of all which I had ſaid or done, during my 
ſtay at Daman, I called to mind what I had advanced con- 


cerning the Inquiſition, and its integrity; I immediately 


deſired audience, which yet was not granted to me till the 


fixteenth of March following. I doubted not, but in ap- 
pearing before my Judge, to terminate all my affair in one 
day; and that upon my confeſſion, which TI intended to 

make, they would immediately reſtore me to perfect liberty: 


but then, when I thought my hopes at the point of being 


compleated, I ſaw myſelf at once depriv'd of all theſe ſweet 8 


hopes; becauſe having confeſſed all, which I had to ſay 
touching the Inquiſition, they told me, that this was not 


that, which they expected of me; and I having nothing 
elſe to ſay, was immediately ſent back, without ſo much as 


their vouchſafing to write down my conſeſion. 
1 88 CAP. 
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(47 } 
HAP. XX, 
How deſpair induced me to attempt my life, 


AM now come to the moſt unhappy time of my cap- 


tivity ; for how ſevere ſoever it had hitherto been, I 
had, at leaſt, the comfort of having ſuffered wth ſome pa- 
tience, and even of having endeavoured to make a good 
uſe of my ſufferings ; for the Faith obligeth us to believe, 


that the greateſt evils are ſo many advantages to thoſe, who 


make good uſe of them. I ought not therefore to look 
upon that only as an unhappy time wherein I committed 


_ faults, which I cannot but confider as very great, and 
which I pretend not to juſtify, or even to excuſe, by the 


cruelty of thoſe, who required of me impoſſible things, on 
pain of burning, ſince they carry not along with them ſo 
great extremity, as may juſtify deſpair, which is the greateſt 


and worſt of all evils. 


I was once reſolved not to ſpeak, in this place, of the 


| deſpair, which ſeized me, nor the endeavours of deſtroy- 


ing my own life, to which I was induced by it: but it was 
thought, it would be important to give this account, ſince 


1t cannot be denied, that the unjuſt ſeverities of the In- 
quiſition give at leaſt occaſion to many to fall into the ſame 
condition; and that it concerneth the publick to make 
known, not only the evil of the unjuſt actions conſidered 


in themſelves, but alſo the horrible evils, which are the 
too ordinary conſequences of them. For if perſons, who 


have learning and education, who are inſtructed in their 
duties, and who never enjoy the lights of Faith, fall 
into ſuch extremities ; what may not be feared from ſo 
many ignorant perſons without education, the greateſt part 


of them new converts from Paganiſm, where they have 
almoſt all their life looked on deſpair as an act of generoſity? ? 
I confeſs, that the ill ſucceſs of my laſt audience, which I 


had believed would be ſo favourable for me, was an in- 
ſupportable blow to me; and that thenceforth accounting 
| liberty to be an happineſs, to which I could no longer pre- 
tend, I abandoned myſelf ſo far to melancholy and deſpair, 


that I wanted but little of entirely loſing my reaſon. 
T had not forgot, that it is forbidden to a man to deſtroy 


| himſelf, and I had no deſign to deſtroy myſelf ene | 


put I deſired to live no longer; and the extreme deſire, 


which 


( 38) 


which I had to die, troubled me ſo far, that IT invented a 
method, in the midſt of my deſpair, which might effectu- 
ally procure my death, and a natural death, fince I could 
not reſolve to lay violent hands upon myſelf; and I ima- 2 
gined, that God would pardon me, if I procured it lowly, 
and by the means of others. I feigned then to be ſick, and 
to have a fever: they immediately brought to me a Pandite, 
or a Gentile Phyſician, who was immmediately aſſured, 
by the the quickneſs of my pulſe, that J had a true fever, 
l and ordered me to be let blood, which was reiterated for 
five days together; and as my intention in uſing this re- 
| medy was very different from that of my Phyſician, who 
| laboured to recover my health, while I thought of nothing 
| but ending this miſerable and unhappy life, as ſoon as 
every one was retired, and my door was ſhut, I untied 
the fillet, and ſuffered ſo much blood to run out, as might 
fill a cup containing at leaſt eighteen ounces. I reiterated 
theſe cruel evacuations as often as I was blooded, and withal, 
eating almoſt no food, it is not hard to judge, that I was 
reduced to extreme weakneſs. 9 
The Alcaide, who obſerved ſo conſiderable a change in 
my body, could not ſufficiently wonder at the ill ſtate, 
wherein I was, which admitted ſcarce any hope of re- 
covery. The Pandite was in the ſame aſtoniſhment, 
which obliged them to advertiſe the Inquiſitor, who pro- 
poſed to me to be confeſſed. As I did not believe myſelf 
to be in a condition of eſcaping death, I began to repent 
of what Thad done, and being unwilling to deſtroy ſoul and 
body both together, I conſented to receive a Confeſſor. 
They brought to me an honeſt Monk, of the order ß 
St. Francis, to whom having given an entire knowledge of | 
my proceeding, I received much conſolation from him. 
His good advices made me take a reſolution of contributing 
as much as I could to the recovery of my health: I gave 
him leave to inform the Inquiſitor ſecretly of all that had 
happened: And from that day, which was holy Friday, 
they gave to me, with all care, all thin s neceſlary for the 
ſpeedy recovery of my ſtrength, which I had loſt with my 
blood; and to abate my melancholy a little, wherewith © 
J was overwhelmed, they ſhut up with me a Negroe Pri- 
ſoner, who was accuſed of Magick, and who kept me 
company for five months. I enjoyed, during all this 
' while, more command of my reaſon, and was leſs melan- 
choly; but as ſoon as they imagined me to be well — 
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( 39 ) 
ed, they withdrew my companion, and the loſs of this 


comfort made me relapſe into the ſame condition, to which 
J had been at firſt reduced, 


CHAP. Ä 
New exceſſes, to which my deſpair carried me. 
Became more mad than ever by the abſence of my 
companion; I beat my breaſt and my face with my fiſt, 
and not contented with that, ſought means to take away 
my life, which I could not loſe by my former attempt. 


I believed that I ſhould not ſucceed in counterfeiting fick- 
neſs a ſecond time; and even if I ſhould really be believed, 


if they opened me a vein, they would take all poſſible pre- 


caution to hinder me from loſing my blood a ſecond time. 
This is the reaſon, why being poſſeſs'd with my deſpair, 
I remembered, that notwithſtanding the diligent ſearch, 


which had been made upon me, when I was ſhut up, I 


had ſaved ſome pieces of gold, which had been ſown'in a 
ribband tied about the calf of my leg, in form of a garter. 


I took then one of thoſe pieces, which I broke in two, 


and ſharpened one part ſo well and ſo long againſt an 


_ earthen pot, that I gave it a point, and made it cut on 
both ſides. This I made uſe of as a launcet, with defign 
to open the arteries of my arm. I took for this end all 

neceſſary precautions; I thruſt it into my arm as far as was 
poſſible; but notwithſtanding all my cares, I could not effect 
what I intended; and inſtead of the arteries, I opened only 

the veins, that are above them. NE 1 


Being reſolved no longer to keep any meaſures, I con- 
tented not myſelf with drawing out my blood by degrees; 
J let both my arms bleed, till growing faint, I laid myſelf 
down in my blood, wherewith the chamber was filled. 
And it is certain, that if God by a particular mercy had not 


directed, that at that very time the door ſhould be opened 


to bring me ſome what neceſſary, at an hour when it was 


= not uſual for the guards to come, I had miſerably loſt both 


my life and my ſoul. I leave you to imagine the ſurprize 


of the guards, when they ſaw me in this condition. They 
immediately called the Alcaide, and all together came in. 
They bound up my arms, and uſed fuch methods, that 1 
 foon recovered out of that ſwoon, to which ſo conſiderable 
| an evacuation of blood had reduced me. They firſt carried 

this news to the Inquiſitor, who ordered they ſhould lead 
me to audience, Whither I was carried at four a-clock. 


Lying 


n 
Lying at length upon the ground, my extreme weakneſs 
not permitting me either to ſtand or ſit, the Inquiſitor, 
after many reproaches, commanded them to carry me away, 
and put manacles upon me, to hinder me from pulling off 
the bands, wherewith my arms were bound up. This was 
immediately put in execution, and J had not only my hands 
Me chained, but alſo a collar of iron, that was joined to the 
. manacles, and was ſhut with a padlock, ſo that I could no 
5 any longer move my arms. Te 3 
i Hut this proceeding ſerved only to enrage me the more; 
I threw myſelf upon the ground; I ran my head againſt 
| the walls and pavement.. If they had ſuffered me to con- 
1 tinue never ſo little while in this condition, my arms would 
i ünfallibly have been unbound, and I could not have avoided 
'F death. But as they kept a ſtrict eye upon me, they per- 
| ceived, very well, by my actions, that ſeverity was not 
q ſeaſonable; and that it was better to try ways of gentle- 
| neſs : they took off my irons therefore, and endeavoured 
to comfort me with deceitful hopes. They changed my 
| chamber, and once more gave me a companion, who had 
| | orders to anſwer for me: it was a Negroe-priſoner, but 
= one much leſs tractable, than he, who had been with 
me before: nevertheleſs God, who had always pre- 
ſerved me from ſo great an unhappineſs, diſſipated, by 
His grace, the deſpair, wherein I was plunged. More 
happy herein than many others, who often murder them-_ 
' ſelves in the priſons of the Holy Office, where theſe un- 
happy perſons are debarred all forts of human comforts. 
My new companion ftayed with me about two months ; 
and as ſoon as they perceived me to be more calm, he was 
taken away, although my weakneſs was then ſo great, that 
J could ſcarce riſe from my bed to receive my meat at the 
door, which was ſet not above two paces from it. At laſt; 
after J had paſſed a year in this manner, by ſuffering much, 
I even contracted a habit of ſuffering : and God, after that, 
gave me patience enough not to make any more attempts 
upon my life. CE nos ora 55 
A fourth audience, in which the Promotor formeth againſt me 
„ concluſions of ſuffermg death. 


I HAD been now almoſt eighteen months in the Inqui- 
ſition, when my Judges underſtanding, that I was in a 
condition to anſwer, cauſed me to be brought the fourth. 

. . time 
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time to audience, where they aſked me whether 1 were, at 
laſt, reſolved to confeſs what they had ſo long expected from 
me: To which I anſwering, that I could remember no- 
thing elſe than what I had already confeſſed ; the Promotor 
of the Holy Office preſented himſelf with a libel, to ſignily 
to me the informations made againſt me. 

In all my other examinations I had accuſed myſelf, and they 


had contented themſelves to hear my depoſition, without 


entering into any diſcourſe with me; and uſed immediately 
to ſend me back as ſoon as 1 had ended the accuſation of 


= myſelt : But in this fourth examination I was accuſed, and 


tune was given me to defend myſelf ; and they read to me 
in the informations made againſt me the things, whereof I 
had accuſed myſelf. The facts were true; 7 had acxnow- 


ledged them of my own proper motion. There was then 


nothing to oppoſe concerning the facts themſelves; 3 but 1 


” thought it my duty to demonſtrate to my Judges, that they 
were not ſo criminal as they imagined. I ſaid then upon 
the account of what I had diſputed concerning Baptiſm, that 
my intention was not in the leaſt to oppole the doctrine of 


| E the Church: But that the paſſage, Ce a man be born 


again of Water and of the Holy Gbeſt, he cannot enter into 
65 Lane n of Heaven (John iii. 5.) appearing to me very 


.expreſs, I had deſired the explication of it. The Grand 


Inquiſitor ſeemed ſurprized at this paſſage, which all the 
world knows by heart, and I was no leſs ſurprized at his 


ſurprize. He aſked me where I had that paſſage ? From 
the Goſpel of St. John, ſaid I, the third chapter, and the 


fifth eat He cauſed a New Teſtament to be brought, 
looked for the paſſage, but explained it not to me: It had 
been, nevertheleſs, eaſy to tell me, that tradition explained 


it ſufficiently, ſince they always accounted to be baptized, 


not only thoſe, who had ſuffered death for our Lord Jeſus 


Chriſt, without receiving the ordinary ceremonies of Bap- 


tiſm, Þut alſo thoſe, who had been ſurprized by death in 


the deſire of being baptized, and in repentance of their ſins. 


Concerning the adoration of Images, I told him, that I 


had advance nothing, which I had not taken from the 
Holy Council of Trent, and cited to him the paſſage of 


= the 25th Seſſion, concerning the inv:catio 7 Wlan, and 
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Holy Images. * The Images if Chriſt, ef the Mother of God, 


Imagines Chriſti, Deiparz Virginis, & aliorum Sanflcroin retinendas, iifg; 


debitum honorem & vener tionem impertiendam, ita ut per imagines eorum, 


quibus procumbimus, Chriſtum adoremus, & * quorum le hmilitudi- 
nem gerunt, veneremur. Seff. 2 25. 
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and of other Saints, are to be retained , and due bonuur aud 
' reverence is to be paid to them, ſo that through their Images, 
to which we fall drwn proſtrate, we may adore Chriſt, and 7 
venerate the Saints, whoje likeneſs they bear, My Judge 
ſeemed much more ſurprized at this than at the former cita- 

tion; and having ſearched it in the Council of Trent, he 

ſhut the book without explaining the paſſage to me. 

There is ſpmewhat incomprehenſible in this degree of 
ignorance in the perſons, who undertake to judge others in 
matters of Faith; and I confeſs, that I ſhould have hardly MF 
believed theſe facts myſclf, although I ſaw them, and very i 
well remember them, if I had not leatn'd by the printed 

relations of Mr. Tavernier, that how reſerved ſoever Father 
Ephraim de Nevers was, upon what reſpecteth the Inqui- 

ſition, which had made him ſuffer ſo much, he could not i 
forbear to ſay, that nothing had been more unſupportable © 
to him than the ignorance of its Miniſters. EY 


The Promotor, in reading the information, had ſaid, 
that beſides all this, which I had acknowledged, I was 
moreover accuſed, and ſufficiently convicted of having 
ſpoken with contempt of the Inquiſition, and its Miniſters, * 
and of having held diſreſpectful diſcourſes concerning the 
Pope, and againſt his authority; and concluded, that the 
obſtinacy, which I had hitherto manifeſted in contemning 
fo many delays and charitable admonitions, which had 
been given to me, was a convincing proof, that I had very 
pernicious deſigns, and that my intention was to teach 
and foment Hex; that conſequently, I had incurred the 
puniſhment of greater excommunication ; that my goods 
ought to be confiſcated to the King's Exchequer, and my- 
ſelf be delivered to the Secular Power, to be puniſhed for 
my crimes, according to the laws, that is, to be burnt. 
I leave the reader here to imagine, what effect theſe 
cruel concluſtons of the Promotor of the Holy Office pro- 
duced in my ſoul, Vet can aſſure you, that how terrible 
| ſoever theſe words were, the death, wherewith I was then 
threatened, appeared to me much leſs formidable than the 
continuation of my ſlavery; ſo that notwithſtanding the 
trouble and grief, which ſeized me, upon theſe concluſions 
pronounced againſt me, I failed not to anſwer to the new 
accuſations, which were even now ſignified to me, that in 
reſpe& of my intentions, they had never been bad; that 
I had always been a zealous Catholick ; that all thoſe, with i 
Whom ] had converſed in the Indies, could teſtify the ſame, 
particularly Father Ambroiſe, and Father Yves, both French 
| CO | ve | Capuchins, = 
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Capuchins, who had divers times heard me in confeffior. : 
And I underſtood, after my departure, that Father Yves 
was actually at Ca at the ſame time, when I alledged him 
as a witneſs of my innocence ; that I had gone ſixteen 
leagues to ſatisfy the duties of Eaſter; that if I had nouriſh- 
ed any Hereſy in my heart, it had been very eaſy for me 
to propagate it in thoſe parts of the Indies, where any one 
may live and ſpeak with perfect freedom ; and that I would 


not then have choſen my habitation in the dominions of the 
King of Portugal; that I was fo far from dogmatically op- 
poling Religion, that I had on the contrary entercd divers 


times into diſpute with the Hereticks to defend it; that in- 
deed I remembered myfelf to have ſpoken with too much 
liberty of that Tribunal, before which I then pleaded, and 
of the perſons, which poſſeſſed it ; but that I was ſurprized 
they ſhould make that a crime, which had been treated as 
a trifle, when I would have confeſſed it, almoſt a year 


and an half ſince ; that for what concerned the Pope, I 


remembered not to have ſpoken of him in that manner, 
which my accuſations inſinuated ; ; that nevertheleſs if they 
would tell me the particulars of it, I would ſincerely con- 


feſs the truth. 


The Inquiſitor taking me up, told me, that time ſhould 


be given me, to conſider of what reſpected the Pope; but 
that he could not ſufficiently admire my imprudence, in 
that I pretended to have confeſſed what related to the In- 


quiſition, when I was moſt certain, that J had not opened 
my mouth about it; and that if I had made any confeſ- 
lion upon this article, in that time, when I pretended to 


have made it, I had not continued ſo long time in priſon. 


I remembered fo perfectly what had been ſaid, and what 


had been anſwered to me, and I was moreover fo tranſ- 


ported with anger to ſee myſelf ſo abuſed, that if they had 
not immediately commanded me to be taken away, as ſoon 


as I had ſigned my depoſition, I ſhould not perhaps have 


contained myſelf from reproaching my Judge; and if 1 


had enjoyed as much ſtrength and liberty as my paſſion 


gave me courage, It may be he would not have eſcaped 
with reproachful words. 


CHA P. XXIII. 


= They carry me yet ſeveral times to audience: Divers obſerva- 


tions upon the proceedings of the Inquiſition. 


Was yet called to audience three or four times in leſs 
than a month, and they urged me to confeſs that, where 
G 2 1 0 
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of J had been accufed concerning the Pope. They alfo 
| ſignified to me a new proof, which the Promotor pretended 
he had drawn againſt me upon that ſubject, but which 
contained nothing different from what he had already urged 
againſt me; but what clearly demonſtrates this accufation 
to have been only a falſity invented on purpoſe to make me 
confeſs, is, that they would not tell me the particulars of 
what they pretended I had ſpoken ; but at laſt perceiving 

it impoſſible to draw any thing of that nature from me, 
they ceaſed to mention it to me ; and this article was not 
Inſerted in my proceſs, when it was publickly read in the 
AR of Faith. They endeavoured alſo in their laſt audi- 
ence to make me acknowledge, that in the facts, whereof _ 
I had been accuſed, my intention was to defend Hereſy ; 
but to this I would never condeſcend, there being nothing 
more contrary to truth, _ : 5 | : 
During the months of November and December, I heard 
every morning the cries of thoſe, who were put upon the 
rack; which is ſo cruel a torture, that I ſaw divers perſons 
both of the one and the other ſex, who were diſtorted and 
maimed by it; and among others the firſt companion they 
had aſſigned to me in the priſon. In this Holy Tribunal no 
reſpect is made of quality, age, or ſex, and all are indiffe- 
rently ſubmitted to the torture, when the intereſt of the 
Inquiſition ſo requireth it. %%% T 
1 remembered to have heard it ſaid, before I entered into 
the Priſons of the Holy Office, that the Auto da Fe, or 
Adi of Faith, was ordinarily performed the firſt Sunday in \ 
Advent, becauſe on that day is read in the Church that 
part of the Goſpel, wherein mention is made of the laſt 
Judgment ; and that the Inquiſitors pretend, by this cere- 
mony, to make a lively and natural repreſentation of it. 
IT was moreover perſuaded, that there was then a great 
number of priſoners in the Inquiſition. The profound 
ſilence, which is every where obſerved in this Houſe, had 
given me opportunity to count very near how many doors 

were opened at the hours of repaſt. I had alſo obtained a 
Pretty certain knowledge, that there was arrived an Arch- 

iſhop at Goa, in the month of October, after that ſee had 
been vacant near thirty years; becauſe they had extraordi- 


narily rung the bells at the Cathedral for nine days together, 


when neither the univerſal Church, nor that of Goa in par- 

ticular, celebrates any remarkable feſtival ; and becauſe I 
knew this prelate was expected ęven before my impriſon- 
8 1 1 | ment. 
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(45) : 
ment. All theſe reaſons made me hope, that I ſhould be at 
liberty in the beginning of December, but when I ſaw the 
firſt and ſecond Sundays of Advent paſſed, I doubted not 

but, that either my liberty or my puniſhment were at leaſt 
deferred for another intire year, DT 


C HAP. XXIV. 
Hav ] perceived, that the Auto da Fe was to-be performed on 
the morraw, and what habits were given io us to appear in 
this ceremony, „ 


A I perſuaded myſelf, that the Auto da fe was never per- 
1 formed but in the month of December, when I ſaw 
the whole month ſpent without obſerving any preparation 
to that terrible ceremony, I determined to ſuffer yet one 
year longer; nevertheleſs when I expected it leaſt, I found 
myſelf to be in the eve of my inlargement from that long 
_ captivity, wherein J languiſhed two years. 105 
LI obſerved, that on Sunday the 11th of January, 1676, 
being about to give my linnen after dinner to the officers 
to be waſhed, after the uſual cuſtom, they would not re- 
ceive it, but put me off till the next day. I failed not to 
make a great many reflections upon the cauſe of this ex- 
traordinary refuſal; and not finding any, which ſatisfied 
me, I concluded, that the A4 of Faith was probably to be 
performed the next day; but I confirmed myſelf much 
more in my opinion, or rather I held it for moſt certain, 
when after J had heard it ring to Yeſpers at the Cathedral, 
it immediately rung to Mattms ; which was never before 
done, while I was priſoner, except upon the eve of Corpus 
_ Chri/ti day, which is celebrated in the Indies upon the 
Thurſday, which immediately follows quaſi modo Sunday, 
becauſe of the continual rains, which fall there at that 
time, when it is celebrated in Europe. NN 
They brought me my ſupper, which I refuſed, and which, 
contrary to their ordinary cuſtom, they preſſed me not very 
much to receive. At ſoon as the doors were ſhut upon me, 

I entirely abandoned myſelf to thoſe melancholy thoughts, 
which poſſeſſed me; and at laſt, after many tears and 
ſighs, overwhelmed with ſorrow and imaginations of death, 

J fell aſleep, a little after eleven a-clock at night. 

I had not been long afleep, when my ſleep was inter- 
rupted on the ſudden by the noiſe, which the guards made 
in opening my door, I was ſurprized to ſee perſons enter 

ng pore nee 
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into my cell with a light, being not before aceuſtomed to 
it; and the time of the night contributed to redouble my 
apprehenſion. The Alcaide gave me an habit, which he 


ordered me to put on, and to be ready to go out, when he 
ſhould come to call me; and ſo withdrew, leaving in my 


chamber a lamp burning. | 
I had not upon this occaſion either ſtrength to riſe, or to 
make any anſwer to him; and from the inſtant, that theſe 
men quitted me, I was feized with an univeral and fo vio- 
lent a trembling, that for more than an hour it was not poſ- 
ſible for me ſo much as to look upon the habit, which they 
had brought me. At laſt J aroſe, and proſtrating myſelf 
upon the ground before a croſs, which I painted upon the 
wall, I recommended myſelf to God, and abandoned my 
fortune to his protection. Then I put on the habit, which 
conſiſted of a veſt, whoſe ſleeves came down to the wriſt, 
and a pair of drawers, which reached to the very heels ; 
the whole made of black ſtuff, tripped with white. 


CHAP. XXVY.- 1 
Oy the preparations for the Act of Faith, and the various orna- 
ments, which are diſiributed to the criminals, according ts 
the diverſity of their crimes. 


I HAD not long time to wait, after I had taken the habit, 
1 which was left for me, Theſe gentlemen, who had 
come the firſt time a little before midnight, returned at 
two a-clock of the morning into my chamber; out of 
which they led me into a long gallery, where I found a 
good number of my companions in miſery, ranged round 
about againſt the wall; I put myſelf into my place, and 
thats came yet CC ͤ WW 
Although there were near two hundred men in this gal- 
lery, who all obſerved a moſt profound ſilence, I could 
| diſcern, that in this great number there were not above 
twelve Europeans, who could hardly be diſtinguiſhed among 
the others, and that all were as well as myſelf, cloathed 


with black ſtuff. One might have eaſily taken all theſe 


perſons for ſo many ſtatues ſet againſt the wall, if the mo- 
tion of their eyes, the uſe of which alone was permitted 
to them, had not teſtified them to be living creatures. 
The place, wherein we were thus aſſembled, was en- 
lightened only by a little number of lamps, whoſe light 
was ſo obſcure, that this joined to ſo many black, melan- 
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choly, and afflicted objects, ſeemed to be no other than 
a preparation for the celebration of ſome funeral. 

The women, who were cloathed with the fame ſtuff 
with us, were in the next gallery, where we could not 
ſee them; but I obſerved, that in a dormitory, A little re- 
mote from” Ours, there were alſo other priſoners, and per- 
ſons cloathed in black, and ſome in a long habit, who 
walked up and down. I knew not then what this meant ; 
but I learned after a few hours, that thoſe, who were to 
be burned, were there, and that the perſons, who walked 
about, were their Confeſfors. | 

As I knew not then the formalities of the Holy Office, 
whatever defire I had before to die, I then feared to be 
of the number of thoſe, who were deſtined to the flames ; 
yet I recovered courage in a little time, when I conſidered, 
that I had nothing in my habit, which diftinguiſhed me 
from others; and that there was no likelihood, that ſo 
great a number of perſons, who were apparrelled like my- 
ſelf, ſhould be put to death together. 

After we were all ranged againſt the walls of this gallery, 
they gave every one of us a taper of yellow wax: They 
then brought us other habits to put over the former, made 
like great ſcapularies; they were of yellow ſtuff, with 
St. Andrew's crofles painted on them in red, before and 
behind. They uſe to give theſe ſort of marks to thoſe, 


who have committed, or who are eſteemed to have com- 


mitted crimes againſt the Faith of Jeſus Chriſt, whether | 
they be Jews, Mahometans, Sorcerers, or Hereticks, who 
were before Catholicks ; they call theſe Grand Scapularies, 
with theſe croſſes of St. Andrew, Sambenito . Thoſe, who 
Z. are accounted convicted, and who perſiſt to deny the facts, 
9 they are accuſed, or who are relapſed, bear ano- 
ther kind of ſcapulary, called Samarra, Whoſe ground is 
grey. The picture of the priſoner is repreſented to te 
life upon it, both before and behind, placed upon burning 
torches, with flames riſing up, and Devils round about; 
their names and their crimes are written at the bottom of 


the picture; ; but thoſe, who accuſe themſelves after ſen- 


tence is pronounced upon them, and before they are car- 
ried out of their chamber, being no relapſed perſons, bear 
upon their Samarras flames inverted, which they call as 
Revolto, that is, ſire inverted. 

Sambenite's were diſtributed to twenty of the Blacks, 
who were accuſed of magick, and to ene Portugueze, con- 
wicted of the ſame crime, who morcover was a new 
Cbri ian. ; As 


(48) 

As they would revenge themſelves upon by halves, and 
that they were reſolved to infult over me to the end, they 
forced me to put on a like habit to that of the Sorcerers and 
Hereticks, although I had always made made profeflion of 
the Catholick, Apoſtolick, and Raman Faith, which my 
Judges might eaſily have known from an infinite number 
of perſons, as well ſtrangers, as of mine own Nation, with 
whom 1 had lived in divers parts of the Indies. 

My fears redoubled, when I ſaw myſelf thus habited, 
becauſe it ſeemed to me, that there being among ſo great 
A number of priſoners no more than two and twenty per- 
ſons, to whom theſe diſgraceful Samberito's were given, it 
might very well happen, that theſe ſhould be the perſons, 
to whom no mercy was to be extended. 

After this diſtribution, five bonnets of paper were brought 
in, riſing up in a point like a ſugar-loaf, all covered with 
Devils and flames of fire, with a writin round about ex- 
preſſing this word, » fil iticero, that is, Sorcerer; they call 
theſe bonnets Carrochas; they ſet them upon the heads of ſo 
many perſons the moſt guilty of all the reſt among thoſe 
who were accuſed of Magick; and as thoſe perſons ſtood 
very near me, I then believed they would not fail to pre- 
ſent one to me alſo, which yet did not happen. I then made 
no doubt almaſt but theſe miſerable men were thoſe de- 
ſigned to be burnt ; and as themſelves were no better in- 
ſtructed at that time in the formalities of the Holy Office, I 
was aſſured by them afterwards, that at that moment they 
believed their deſtruction to be inevitable. 

Every one being thus adorned according to the quality of 
| his crimes, we were permitted to fit down on the ground 
expecting new orders. At four of the clock of the morn- 

ing the ſervants of the houſe came following the guards, to 

diſtribute bread and figs to thoſe, who would accept them; 
but although I had not ſupped the night before, I found in 


muyſelf ſo ſmall an appetite for eating, that I had taken no- 


thing, if one of the guards coming near me had not ſaid, 
Take your bread ; and if you cannot eat it now, put it 
into your pocket, "for you will be certainly hungry before 
vou return. The words of this man brought great comfort 
to me, and diſſipated all my fears by the hopes, which he 
gave of my return, which induced me to follow. his advice. 
At laſt, after we had waited a long while, the day ap- 
_ peared at five a- clock; and I could then obſerve upon the 
faces of everyone preſent, the different motions of ſhame, of 


grief, 2 
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grief, and of fear, wherewith they were then tormented : 
For although they felt no ſmall joy in ſeeing themſelves 
upon the point of being delivered from ſo cruel and inſup- 
portable a captivity, yet this joy was very much diminiſhed 


by the fear, wherein every one was, of what would become 
of himſelf. | 


CHAT, NN 
How we went in proceſſim to the Act of Faith. The order 


F this ceremony. 


HE great bell of the Cathedral Church was rung a 

little before the riſing of the ſun, which was as the 
ſignal to advertiſe the people to run together, to ſee the au- 
guſt ceremony of the Auto da Fe, or Act of Faith; and firſt, 
they made us go out one by one. I obſerved in paſſing 
from the gallery into the great hall, that the Inquiſitor ſat 
at the door, having a Secretary by him ; that the hall was 


filled with inhabitants of Goa, whoſe names were written in 


a liſt, which he held in his hands; and that at the ſame time 
any priſoner was brought forth, they called one of theſe 
gentlemen, who were in the hall, who immediately came 
Ap to the criminal to accompany him, and ſerve him as a 
godfather in the 42 of Faith. 5 - 
Theſe godfathers receive the perſons in charge, whom 
they accompany, are obliged to anſwer for them, and to 
produce them when the feſtival is ended ; and the Inquiſitors 
pretend to do them great honour, when they chooſe them 
for this office. I had for godfather the General of the Por-. 
tugueze ſhips in the Indies. I went out of the hall with 
him, and as ſoon as I was in the ſtreet, I ſaw that the pro- 
ceſſion began by order of the Dominicans, who have this 
noble privilege, becauſe St. Dominick, their founder, was 
alſo of the Inquiſition. They were preceded by the banner 
of the Holy Office, wherein the image of the founder is 


repreſented in very rich embroidery, holding a ſword in 


one hand, and in the other a branch of olive, with this 
inſcription, Fuſtitia & Miſericordia, Theſe monks are fol- 
| lowed by the priſoners, who walk one after the other, . 
having every one his godfather at his ſide, and a taper in 
his hand. Thoſe, who are leſs guilty, go firſt; and as I 
paſſed not for one of the more innocent, there were more 
than a hundred preceded me. I had, as all the reſt, my 
head and feet naked, and 1 was. very. much troubled — 
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all this march, which continued for an hour almoſt, becauſe 
of the little flint ſtones, wherewith the ſtreets of Ga are 
ſcattered, which made my feet bleed abundantly. hey 
made us walk through all the greater ſtreets; and we were 
gazed on by an innumerable croud of people, who had run 
together from all parts of the Indies, and who lined all the 
ſtreets, through which we were to paſs; for they took care 
to give notice to the pariſh prieſts in the pariſhes of more 
remote places, a long time before the 7 of Faith was per- 
formed. At laſt, covered with ſhame and confuſion, and 
very weary of the march, we arrived at 'the Church of 
St. Francis, which for this time was deſtined and prepared 
for the Aa of Faith, The great altar was ſpread with 
black; and there were upon it ſix ſilver candleſticks, with 
ſo many tapers of white wax burning. There were raiſed on 


the ſides of the altar two kind of thrones, the one on the 


right - hand for the Inquiſitor and his Counſellors, the other ” 
on the left for the Viceroy and his Court. 

At ſome diſtance, and over-againſt the great altar, in- 
dlining a little towards the door, was placed another, where- 
on was laid two miſſals open. From thence to the door of 

the Church was made a gallery about three foot broad, with 
a 2 baliſter on each fide; and both on one fide, and the other. 
were placed benches for the criminals and their godfathers 
to fit on, who accordingly ſeated themſelves in order, as 
they entered into the Church, ſo that 1 who came in 
firſt, ſat very near the altar. 
As ſeon as I was entered, and placed in my rank, J ap- 
plied myſelf to conſider the order, which they made thoſe 
obſerve, who came after me. I ſaw that thofe, to whom 
thoſe horrible carrochas, of which I ſpake, were given, 
marched laſt in our whole troop ; that immediately after 
them a great crucifix was carried, whoſe face was towards 
thoſe, who marched before ; _d which was followed by 


two living perſons, and four ſtatues of the height of a man, 


repreſented very naturally, fixed every one to the end of a 

long pole, and accompanied with ſo many little cheſts, borne 
each by a man, and filled with the bones of thoſe whom 
| theſe ſtatues repreſented. The face of the Crucifix turned 
toward thoſe, who went before it, ſignifieth the mercy, 
which is uſed in reſpect of them, in delivering them from 
death, although they had juſtly deſerved it : and the ſame 
Crucifix turning the back upon them, that followed it, 
 fignifieth, that thoſe unfortunate perſons have no more 

* favour 
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favour to hope for. For ſO it is, that all is myſterious in 
the Holy Office. | 

The habits, wherewith theſe miſerable perſons were 
cloathed, were no leſs capable of ſtriking horror and pity 
into the beholders : both the living perſons and ſtatues 
bore a ſamarra of grey ſtuff, all painted over with devils, 
flames, and burning fire-brands, upon which the head of 
the prifoner was repreſented to the life before and behind, 
with his ſentence written below, containing in great cha- 
raters his name, that of his country, and the crime, for 
which he was condemned. Beſide this terrible habit they 
had alſo upon their heads thoſe dreadful carrochas, covered, 
as their veſtments, with flames and devils. The little cof- 
fers, wherein were incloſed the bones of thoſe, who were 
dead, and againſt whom proceſs had been made, either be- 
fore or after their deceaſe, during or before their impriſon- 
ment, that ſo occaſion might be given to the confiſcation 
of their goods, were painted with black, and covered alfa. 
with devils and flames. 3 3 5 

It muſt be here obſerved, that the Inquiſition terminates 
not its juriſdiction upon living perſons, or upon thoſe, Who 
died in her priſon; but ſometimes forms a proceſs againſt 
perſons, who died many years before they were accuſed, 
when after their deecaſe they are charged with any great 
crime; in this caſe, they are digged up, and if they be 
convicted, their bones are burned at the 4A of Faith, and 
all their goods are confiſcated, whereof thoſe are carefully 
deſpoiled, who have inherited them : And I advance no+ 
thing, which I have not ſeen practiſed ; ſince among the 
ftatues, which were ſeen, when I came out of the Inquiſi- 

tion, there was one, which repreſented a man dead a long 
time before, whoſe proceſs they had formed, whoſe body 
they digged up, and whoſe goods were confiſcated, and his 
bones burnt, or it may be thoſe of ſome other, who had 
been buried in the ſame pace . 


C0 
Cuontaining what was obſerved in the place, wherein the AQ of 
2... » Jah wes celebrated. 1 


M Es E unhappy perſons being entered in that dread- 
ful equipage, which I have already deſcribed, and 
being ſeated in their places, which were appointed for 
them near the door of the -— the Inquiſitor 2 
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with his officers, entered, and went to place himſelf upon 
the Tribunal, which was erected for him upon the right 
ſide of the altar, while the Viceroy and his Court ſeated 
themſelves upon the left. The crucifix was placed upon 
the altar between the ſix candleſticks. Every one being 
thus ſettled in his poſt, and the Church filled with as many 
people as it could contain, the Provincial of the Auguſtini- 
ans aſcended: the pulpit, and preached for half an hour. 
Notwithſtanding the anxiety of mind, wherein I then was, 
I could not but obſerve the compariſon, which he then made 
of the Inquiſition, with the ark of Noah, between which 
yet he found this difference, that the animals, which en- 
tered into the ark, went out again after the deluge, inveſt- 
ed with the ſame nature, which they had when they enter- 
ed in : but the Inquiſition had the admirable property to 
change in ſuch ſort thoſe, who are ſhut up in it, that in 
coming out we ſee thoſe to be as lambs, who, when the 
entered in, had the cruelty of wolves, and the fierceneſs of 
lions. The ſermon being finiſhed, two readers went up 
one after another into the ſame pulpit, to read there pub- 
lickly the proceſs of all the criminals, and to ſignify to 
them the puniſhments, to which they were condemned. 
He, whoſe proceſs was read, was during that time led b 
the Alcaide into the middle of the gallery, where he ſtood 
_ upright, holding a taper lighted in his hand, till his ſentence 


Was pronounced. And as it was ſuppoſed, that all the 


criminals had incurred the puniſhment of greater excom- 
munication, they led us to the foot of the altar, whereon 
lay the miſſals; where being placed on our knees, they 
made us lay our hands upon one of theſe books, and remain 
in that * ny till there were as many perſons as miſſals. 
Then the reader diſcontinued reading of the proceſs, to 
pronounce with a loud voice a confeſſion of Faith, after he 
| had briefly exhorted the criminals to repeat it with heart 
and mouth at the ſame time with him; which being done, 
every one returned to his place, and the reading of the 
moan we — 8 
I Was called in my order, and underſtood, that my caſe 


turned upon theſe three heads: The firſt, for having main- 


tained the invalidity of the baptiſm, called Flaminis. The 
ſecond, for having ſaid, that Images ought not to be ado- 

red, and having blaſphemed the image of the crucifix, in 
faying of a crucifix of ivory, that it was a piece of ivory. 
And laſtly, for having ſpoken contemptuouſly of the In- 
3 auiſition, 
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quiſition, and its Miniſters ; but above all, for the ill in- 
tention, which I had in ſpeaking all theſe things. For 
which crimes I was declared excommunicate ; and for re- 
paration thereof, my goods were confiſcated to the King's 
account, and myſelf baniſhed from the Indies, and con- 
demned to ſerve in the gallies of Portugal five years; and 
moreover, to perform other penalties, which ſhould be en- 
joined to me in particular by the Inquilitors. 

Of all theſe puniſhments, the moſt inſupportable to me, 
was to ſee myſelf in an indiſpenſable neceſſity of quitting 
the Indies, where J had reſolved to travel a yet much longer 
time. This ſorrow, nevertheleſs, was not ſo great, but 
that it was much allayed by the hope of ſeeing myſelf ſhort- 
ly out of the hands of the Hoy Office. My confeſſion of 
Paich being made, I returned to my place, and received 
advantage from the advice, which my guard had given me, 
of not refuling my bread ; for the ceremony continuing all 


the day, there was no perſon, who did not that oy cat 
In the Church. 


CHAP. XXVII. 


They abſolve us from excommunication, and deliver thoſe to the 


Secular Power, who were to be burned : bat u was obſerved 
Ky this occaſion. 


FTER they had ended to read the proceſs of all 
thoſe, to whom they extended their mercy in ſaving 
thai lives, the Inquiſitor left his ſeat to put on his ale and 
ſtole; and being accompanied with about twenty prieſts, 
Who had every one a wand in his hand, he came into the 
middle of the Church, where, after he had made divers 
prayers, we were abſolved from the excommunication, 
which they pretended we had incurred, by means of a blow, 
which the prieſt gave to every one of us upon his habit. 
I cannot forbear to relate here a thing, which will ſhew to 
what degree the Portugueze ſuperſtition proceeds in all 
things, which have any relation to the Inquiſition ; ; which 
zs, that during the proceſſion, and the whole time of our 
ſtay in the Church, he, who ſerved me as a godiather, 
would never anſwer me, although I had ſpoken to him 
livers times; and that he even refuſed to give a little ſnuſt, 
which I had deſired of him; ſo much did he fear to be 
involved in the cenſure, wherewith he ſuppoſed me bound. 
But as ſoon as I was abſolved, he cmbraced me, gave me 
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ſnuff, and told me, that he then acknowledged me for his 
brother, ſince the Church had abſolved me. 

This ceremony being ended, and the Inquiſitor returned 
to his place, they brought out one after the other thoſe 
unhappy victims, who were to be ſacrificed by the Holy 
Inquiſition. There were a man, a woman, and the re- 
preſentation of four dead men, with the little cheſts, where- 
in their bones were incloſed. The man and woman were 
Indian Blacks and Chriſtians, accuſed of magick, and con- 
demned as relapſed. Of the four ſtatues, two repreſented 
_ alſo two men, held for convicted of magick ; and the two 
others two men, who had been new Chriſtians, and were 
| accuſed to have ſudaized ; of whom the one had died in 
priſon, the other in his own houſe, and had been buried 
long fince in his pariſh ; but being accuſed of Judaiſm after 

his death, as he had left very conſiderable riches, they took 
care to pluck him out of his grave, and take away his bones 
to burn them at the A of Faith, after they had formed a 
proceſs againſt him. We may ſee hereby, that the Holy 
Office is not contented to attribute to itſelf the infallibility 
of Jeſus Chriſt, but that they would alſo, as well as he, 
_ exerciſe their authority upon the living and the dead. | 
The ſeveral proceſles pf theſe unfortunate perſons were 
read, which were all ended with theſe words, That the In- 
quiſition could not ſhew any mercy to them, becauſe of 
their relapſe and their impenitence ; and that finding them- 
| ſelves indiſpenſably obliged to puniſh them according to the 
rigour of the laws, they delivered them to the Secular Arm 
and Juſtice, whom they earneſtly deſired to uſe clemency . 
and mercy towards theſe miſerable wretches; and that if 


they would lay upon them the puniſhment of death, it might 


be at leaſt without effuſion of blood. At the laſt words of 
the Inquiſitors, a Serjeant of the Secular Juſtice approached, 
and took poſſeſſion of thoſe unfortunate perſons ; after they 
had received a light blow upon the breaſt from the hand of 
the Alcaide of the Holy Office, in token, that they were 
abandoned by him. See the great kindr.efs of the Inquiſi- 
tion to intercede thus for guilty perſons ! The extream con- 
deſcendance of the Magiſtrates, to chooſe rather, in com- 
plaiſance to the Inquiſition, to content himſelf to burn theſe 
criminals to the very marrow of their bones, than to uſe 
the power, which he hath, of ſhedding their blood. 
Thus was ended, in reſpe of us, the famous ceremony 
of the Auio da Fe, or AG of Faith ; and while theſe miſer- 
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able wretches were led along the bank of the river, where 


the Viceroy and his Court were aſſembled, and where the 
piles, upon which they were to be ſacrificed, were pre- 
pared the day before, we were led back to the Inquiſition 
by our godfathers, without obſerving any order. Although 
I was not preſent at the execution of theſe perſons thus 
abandoned by the Holy Office, nevertheleſs as I was fully in- 
formed by perſons, who have oft-times ſeen the like exe- 
cution, I will here relate, in few words, the ceremonies, 
which were there obſerved. 

As ſoon as the condemned perſons are arrived at the 
place, where the Secular Judges are aſſembled, they aſk 
them, in what Religion they will die, without informing 
| themſelves, in the leaſt, of their proceſſes, which they ſup- 

poſe to have been perfectly well managed, and the perſons 


moſt juſtly condemned; fince no doubt is to be made of 
the infallibility of the Inquiſition. As foon as they have 


anſwered to this one queſtion, the Executioner ſeizeth 
them, and tieth them to poſts upon the pile, where the 

are firſt ſtrangled, if they die Chriſtians, and burnt alive, 
if they perſiſt in Judaiſm or Hereſy ; which happens ſo 
ſeldom, that ſcarce one inſtance is to be ſeen in four A4#s 


of Faith, although there are very few, in which are not 


burned a good number of perſons. 


Type day after the execution, the images of thoſe, who 
are put to death, are brought into the Churches of the 


Dominicans; their head only is repreſented to the life, placed 


upon kindled fire-brands; at the bottom is put their name, 
that of their father and their country, the quality of their 


crimes, for which they were condemned, with the year, 
the month, and the day of the execution 
If the perſon, who was to be burnt, had twice relapſed 


into the ſame crime, they put theſe words at the bottom 


of the portrait; Morreo queimado por hereje relapſo, which 


ſignifieth, that he was burned for a relapſed Heretick. If 


having been accuſed but once, he perſevereth in his error, 


they put, Per hereje contumas, for an obſtinate Heretick ; 
but as this caſe is very rare, ſo there are very few of theſe 
portraits. Laſtly, if having been thus accuſed but once by 


a ſufficient number of witneſſes, he perſiſteth to profeſs 


_ himſelf innocent, and at the ſame time profeſſeth Chriſti- 
anity to the very death, they put at the bottom of the table, 
Morres quei mado por hereje convitto negativo, which is to ſay, 


that he was burnt as a convicted Heretick, but who 6090 
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1 
feſfed not. And of this laſt kind a great number of por- 


traits may be ſeen. We may hold it for certain, that of 
an hundred negatives, there are at leaft ninety-nine, who 


are not only innocent of the crimes, which they deny, but 


who have, beſide that innocence, the merit of chuſing ra- 
ther to die, than to tell a lie in confeſſing themſelves guilty 
of a crime, of which they are really innocent. For it is 
not poſſible, that a man aſſured to ſave his life, if he con- 
feſſeth, would perſiſt to deny, and chuſe rather to be burnt, 
than acknowledge a truth, the confeſſion of which will fave 
| His life. Theſe terrible repreſentations are placed in the 

nave of the Church, and over the higheſt door of the 
Church, as ſo many illuſtrious trophies conſecrated to the 


glory of the Holy Office ; and when this part of the Church 


is all over hung, they place them in the ſide-iſles near the 
door. Thoſe, who have been at Lisbon, and have ſeen 
the great Church of the Deminicans, which is not far from 


the Holy Houſe of the Inguiſition, may have obſerved many 
hundreds of theſe ſad pictures. 


CHAP. . 


. My 2 enlargement from the Inquiſition. The bring us into 
@ houſe in the town, to cauſe us to be there onus days inſtructed. 


WAs fo weary and ſo affrited at my return from the 
AZ of Faith, that had almoſt no leſs deſire to re-enter into 
my lodging to reſt myſelf, than I had ſome days before to go 
out of it. My godfather accompanied me in the hall ; and 
the Alcaide having conducted me into the gallery, I went 
and ſbut up myſelf, while they brought in the reſt. I firſt 
caſt myſelf upon my bed expecting ſupper, which was no? 
thing elſe but bread and figs, the trouble of the day having 
hindered them from preparing any thing in the kitchen. I 
ſlept much better this night, than I had done of a long time; 
BE when the day appeared, I expected impatiently what 
they would do with me: When the Alcaide came at fix 
a- clock to demand of me the habit, which I had wore at the 
proceſſion, I would have given him the Sambenito; but he 
Would not receive it, becauſe I was to be cloathed with it 
on all feſtivals and Sundays, till I had intirely performed my 
ſentence. At ſeven a- clock they brought my breakfaſt, and 
a little after I was warned. to pack up all my goods, and 
de ready to £0 when called, 1 A this order with all 


poſſible 


. 
Poſſible diligence; and at nine a-clock a guard having 
opened my door, I laid my bundle upon my ſhoulders, 2 
followed them into the great hall, where the greateſt part 
5 of the priſoners were already. After I had been there 5 
time, I ſaw about twenty enter, who had been the day be- 
fore condemned to be whipped, and who then received it 
from the hand of the hangman through all the ſtreets of the 
town. Being thus all aſſembled, the Inquiſitor appeared, 
before whom we fell upon our knees to receive his bleſſing, 
after we had kiſſed the ground near his feet. Then they 
commanded the Blacks, who had little or no luggage, to 
take up and carry that of the Whites. Thoſe among the 
priſoners, who were not Chriſtians, were ſent immediately 
to the places appointed by the ſentence, ſome into baniſh- 
ment, others to the gallies, or into the houſe where they 
make powder, called Caſa de polvera ; and thoſe, who 
were: Chriſtians, as well Whites as Blacks, were led into a 
houſe, which was hired on purpoſe in the town, to be there 
inſtructed for ſome time. V e 
The halls and the galleries of the lodgings were appoint- 
ed for the the Blacks to lye in; and we Whites were put 
into a ſeparate chamber, where they ſhut us up at night, 
leaving us in the day- time the liberty of walking about the 
houſe, and ſpeaking with thoſe, who were there, or who 
came from other places to ſee us. Every day two catechi- 
ſings were held, one for the Blacks, and the other for the 
Whites. Maſs was celebrated every day, at which we 
were all preſent, as well at morning as at evening. 

__  WhilelI ſtayed in this houſe, I was viſited by a Dominican 
Frier, one of my friends, whom I had known at Daman, 
where he had been Prior of his order. This good Father, 
loaded with diſeaſes and years, no ſooner knew, that I was 
enlarged, but he put himſelf into a palanquin to come and 
ſee me: he wept at my diſaſter, and embraced me tender- 
ly, aſſuring me he had been in great fears for my fake, that 
he had often inquired concerning my health and my affairs 
of the Father-Procurator of the priſoners, who was his 
friend, and of the ſame order with himſelf ; that neverthe- 
leſs for a long while he could obtain no anſwer from him; 
and that at laſt, after many ſollicitations, he could draw 
nu more from him than this, That I was ſtill al:ve, I re- 
ceived great comfort from the ſight of this good Monk; 
and the neceſſity, which was impoſed on me of quitting 
the Indies, created equal ſorrow to us both. He had far- 
ther the goodneſs tg. viſit me ſeveral times, invited me to. 
2 _—_ — en 
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return to the Indies as ſoon as I ſhould be at liberty, and 
ſent me divers proviſions for the voyage I was to make, 
which the condition and neceſſity, wherein I then Was, per- 
mitted me not to hope for from other hands. 


CHAP. XXX. 


They bring me again to the 1 ou; ition, to recerve the Penances, 


which were 9 on me. 


AFTER we had ftayed in this houſe till the 11 of 


January, we were conducted once more into the 


5 hall of the Inquiſition, and from thence called every one 


in his turn to the table of the Holy Office, to receive there 
from the hands of the Inquiſitor a paper containing the 
penances, to which it had pleaſed him to condemn us. I 
went in my order, and was made to kneel down, after 3 
had before laid my hands on the Goſpel, and promiſed in 
this poſture, to keep inviolable ſecrecy of all things, which 
had happened, and which I had ſeen and obſerved during 
my impriſonment. 

I received after that, from the hand of my Judge, & 
writing ſigned by himſelf, containing the things which were 


to be performed by me; and as this memoir is not very 


long, Ithought it convenient to inſert it here word for word. 
A liſt of the penances, which N. N. ought to perform. 
* For the three next years he ſhall confeſs himſelf, and com- 


municate; the firſt year every month, and the twa ulowing 
years on the feaſts of Eaſter, Whitſuntide, and the Aſſu umption 


of our Lady. 


IT. He ſhall hear maſs and fermm upon Sundays and boli- 


days, if he hath convenience. 


III. He ſhall repeat, during the ſaid three years, five times 


every day the Pater Noſter and Ave Maria, in honour 7 the 
froe Ar of our Lord Foſus Chriſt. 


IV. He hall never enter into friendſhip, nor hols any par- 


ticular commerce with Hereticks, or perſons, whiſe faith - s 
= uſp ected, who may prejudice his ſalvation. _ | 


V. And laſtly, He ſhall keep exa#tly the ſecret of all, that 


he hath ſeen, heard, or ſaid, or which hath been afed concern- 


ing him, either at the Table, or at any places of the Hoy 


Franciſco Delgado e Matos. 
Having received this writing I kiſſed the ground, and re- 


turned into the hall, to Wait there, ul the like writing 


5 ſhould 
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ſhould be given to all the the reſt. In going out they ſepa- 
rated us ; and I know not what became of the greateſt part 
of our company, or whither they were ſent, We remain- 
ed together not above twelve, who were led into the al 
| Fouvar, which is that priſon of the Office, wherein I was 
put the firſt day that I came to Goa, before I entered into 
the Inquiſition. I ſtayed there till the 25th, when an 
officer of the Holy Office clapping irons upon my feet, car- 
_ ried me into a ſhip, which was in the road, ready to ſet fail 
for Portugal. 1 | W 


ee 
Containing fume obſervations upon all that hath been hitherto ſaid. 


EFORE I continue the account of my adventures, I 
D believe it will not be unreaſonable to make ſome re- 
flections upon all that hath been ſaid, I will begin then by 
the conſideration of the principal acts of injuſtice commit- 

ted in the Inquiſition ; of which the firſt is the treachery of 
the Commiſſary of Daman ; who, after I had confeſſed to 
him what I had faid, and what relateth to the Holy Office, 
gave me fo inſincere advice, that he ceaſed not to arreſt 
me, to fatisfy the paſſion of the Governor, although the 
Inquiſition uſes not to apprehend thoſe, who voluntarily ac- 
cuſe themſelves, before they are put in priſon. I am not 
ignorant of what this Father ſaid to defend himſelf from 
this imputation, that I had not accuſed myſelf in due form ; 
but any one may eaſily perceive, that this is a new trick, 
for he ought to have taught me the form. I was young, and 
a ſtranger, and ſhould immediately have ſatisfied him; but 
it was neceſſary for him to make uſe of this miſerable pre- 
text to ſatisfy the Governor. F 
I he ſecond thing, of which I think myſelf to have rea- 
ſon to complain, in reſpect of the ſame Commiſſary, is, 
that he maliciouſly kept me at Daman till the month of 
January; inſtead of which, if he had ſent me to Goa, 
immediately after my impriſonment, my caſe might have 
been examined and ended before the end of November; and 
I ſhould have been enlarged at the 4 of Faith, which was 
performed that very year in the beginning of December; 
whereas not ſending me to Goa, till the 44 of Faith was 
enced, I was forced to ſtay in the priſons of the Holy Office 
two years longer than I ſhould have done; becauſe ſcarce 
any enlargement of the priſoners is ever made, but at that 
terrible ceremony called the 4 of Faith; and as that is 
performed but irom two to two, or from three to three 


1 
years, it is a double unhappineſs for thoſe, that are ſhut up 
in theſe Holy Priſons, to be carried thither immediately af- 
ter this jayl-delivery, becauſe they are obliged to wait there 
till there be a ſufficient number of perſons to render the 
AR of Faith more illuſtrious, 

The refuſal, which the Inquiſitor made at my third au- 
dience to receive my confeſſion, touching what J had ſaid 
concerning the Inquiſition, and his injuſtice in daring to 

maintain, that J had not confeſſed this fact, which he made 

ſo great a crime long after, was one of thoſe things, which 

moſt afflicted me, during my impriſonment, and is none of 
the leaſt grievances, which I have to complain of. 

I might alſo juſtly complain of this, that the Inquiſition 
deſiring to lay a new ſnare for me, when I accuſed myſelf 
of what I had ſaid concerning the Holy Office, and what 
had happened a long time before to Fatker Ephraim de Ne- 
vers, aſked me, if I would defend the errors of that Monk. 

But although I knew very well, that the innocenee of this 
Father had been fully manifeſted, and that he had been ar- 
reſted merely upon envy, I anſwered, that I pretended not 

to defend any perſon, being ſufficiently troubled to defend 

yſelf. 

I had moreover anthitics all reaſon to believe, that they 
5 had an intention to pleaſe the Viceroy, and Governor of 
Daman his couſin, in ſending me into Portugal; ſince of 
more than two hundred perſons, who went with me out 
of the Inquiſitian, I alone was obliged to leave the Indies, 
and go for Europe. 

The cruelty of the guards, whi often uſed me very ill 
both in words and actions, and forced me unwillingly to eat 
my meat, and take remedies, when I was ſick, deſerves alſo 

in my mind ſome conſideration ; for although the guards have 
reaſon to force the accuſed perſons to eat their meat, and 
take remedies ; they might uſe in reſpect of them the ſame 
method, which is uſed in refpe& of other ſick perſons, 
who are not wont to receive the ftirrup-leather, or baſti- 
nadoes, to make them take the preſeriptions of their phy- 
ficians. 

I will add, that although the Toduifition granteth ſome- 
thing of fafe conducts to thofe, who being in a place of 

ſecurity, will come and accuſe themſelyes ; yet it is beſt _ 
not to truſt them too much, ſince they make no great 
ſcruple in this Holy T ribunal, to violate the promiſe, 
which they have made; and when they have a mind to it, 
they will find pretexts enough not to Keep it, which I wik 
prove by an example, I new 


( 6r ) 

I knew at Surat a Monk, of the order of St. Dominict, 
called Father Hyacinthe, who for many years had quitted 
his convent and his habit, living in a very diſſolute and 
ſcandalous manner. It happened afterwards, that a wo- 


man, with whom he had lived a long time, and by whom 


he had divers children, died. This loſs touched him, and 
produced in him a reſolution of changing his life. He re- 
ſolved then. to return into his convent at Bæcaim; but be- 
cauſe all the Portugueze, and above all, the prieſts and re- 


ligious perſons, who have paſted any conſiderable time 


among the Infidels, are obliged in returning into the Por- 
tugueze dominions, to preſent themſelves to the Inquiſition, 


and make there an exact declaration of the manner of their 
paſt life, if they would prevent their being compelled to it 


by force; this Monk, whoſe conſcience perhaps was touch- 


ed with ſomething relating to the Holy Office, before he 


left Surat, wrote to the Inquiſitor at Goa for a ſafe conduct, 
that ſo he might come to preſent and accuſe himſelf, 


which was granted him. With this ſlight aſſurance he de- 


parted, and came to Bacaim, where he was not ſuffered 
to reſume the religious habit, without having firſt cleared 
himſelf before the Inquiſitors ; upon which he went to 


Goa, preſented himſelf at the table of the Holy Office, 


whither he was ſeveral times called; and at laſt having 


been ſufficiently examined, he was abſolved and ſent back f 


to the Vicar-General of his order, who reſtored him the 


habit, and again authorized him to diſcharge the functions 
of a Preacher and Confeſſor. He thinking all was over, 
prepared for his departure to Bacaim, where was his firſt 
convent, when being juſt ready to imbark in a galliot, he 


was hurried away to the priſons of the Holy Office, whoſe 
Miniſters had not ſo eaſily granted him abſolution, were 


it not the eaſier to perform their deſign, that it might not 


be ſaid they had violated their word, and the ſafe conduct 
they had given him; at the ſame time they ſpread about 


a report, that ſince his abſolution, diſcovery had been made 


of crimes, of which he had not accuſed himſelf. 

This Monk, who was clapped up a few days after me, 

remained there after I got out, as appears by his not being 
mentioned in the A# of Faith, and his procefs not being 


read, which would certainly have been done, had he died 
in priſon ; ſo that in all probability he muſt continue there 


till the next 4# of Faith, I had this relation from a Monk 
of the ſame order, who viſited me after my delivery. And 


this example ought to teach thoſe, who travel, or live in 
Soda e 
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thoſe countries, where the Inquiſition is eſtabliſhed, not 
only to be circumſpect in their words and actions, but alſo 
never to rely too much on aſſurances, or ſafe conduQs, 


granted them by the Inquiſitors, or their Commiſſaries, how 
little ſoever occaſion of miſtruſt they may ſcem to have, 


e A J.... 
Hiſtory of Joſeph Pereira de Meneſes. 


S nothing inſtructeth better than examples, I will 
here ſuccinctly relate what happened to one of the 
moſt conſiderable gentlemen of Goa, named Jaſeph Pereira 

de Meneſes; who having been Captain-General of the fleet 
of the King of Portugal, was commanded by the Governor 
of the Indies (the office of Viceroy being then vacant) to 


o with his ſhips to the relief of the town of Diu, then be- 


Fened by the Arabians, He departed, and arriving at 
Bacaim, was conſtrained to ſtay there a longer time than 
he had intended, becauſe the winds were contrary ; ſo that 
the Arabians came down to D:u, ſacked it, and returned 
laden with pillage, before the arrival of the relief. The 
General, who was come too late, having given his orders 
returned to Goa; where he was ſcarce arrived, but the 
Governor, who was then Antonio de Mello de Caſtro, a 
| ſworn enemy of Joſeph Pereira, cauſed him to be appre- 
hended, formed his proceſs ; and becauſe neither the Go- 
vernor, nor even the Viceroy, have power to put gentle- 
men to death, without receiving an expreſs order from the 
Court of Portugal, Antonio de Mello, not being able to take 
away the life of his enemy, pronounced againſt him a ſen- 
| tence, the execution of which was more cruel than death 
itſelf, condemning him to be led through the great ſtreets 

of the city, by the hand of the hangman, with an halter 
about his neck, a quenouille at his fide, and an herald 
walking before, and proclaiming, that this juſtice was 
performed by order of the King, on the perſon of this 


g criminal, attainted and convicted of cowardice and treaſon. 


This cruel ſentence was executed, notwithſtanding the 
ſollicitations of the friends of the priſoner ;. who, after he 
was led about in this infamous poſture, was carried back 
into priſon, whither he was ſcarce returned, when a Fa- 
miliary of the Holy Office came to apprehend him, and carry 
him to the Inquiſition. 
This new accident ſurprized the whole city, as n 


that Pereira could not be accuſed of] udaiſm, being no New 
. Chriſtian z 
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Chriſtian; and that he had always lived in good eſteem. 
They expected therefore with impatience the next Act of 


Faith, to ſee the end of this buſineſs. But this ceremony 


being performed after a year, he was not ſeen to appear, 
nor was his proceſs heard to be read, which increaſed the 
aſtoniſhment of. all. We are to know, that 70% Pereira 
had a long time ſince had a quarrel with a gentleman of his 


- acquaintance, with whom he had been afterwards recon- 


ciled. This falſe friend, who had not loſt his deſign of re- 


venging himſelf, ſuborned with money five domeſtick ſer- 
vants of Pareira, to accuſe him to the Inquiſition as guilty 


of ſodomy ; and produced theſe five witneſſes, who depoſed 


they had ſeen him commit this crime with one of his pages: 


whereupon the two accuſed perſons were apprehended. 
The page, who had leſs conſtancy than his maſter, whom 


he knew to be, as well as himſelf, in the priſons of the 
Holy Office, and not doubting but that he was accuſed of 


the ſame crime, whereof the Promotor pretended himſelf 


to be guilty, terrified by the threats of the Inquiſitors, and 


fearing to be burnt, as he would in truth have been, if he 


had perſiſted to deny the fact, and ſeeing no other means 


to ſave his life, but by confeſſing himſelf gullty, accuſed 
himſelf of a crime, which he never committed, and fo be- 
came a ſeventh witneſs againſt his maſter, the informer be- 
ing accounted one, according to the maxims of the Inqui- 


ſition. His confeſſion ſaved his life, and being freed at the 


firſt A of Faith, he was condemned to be baniſhed to Mo- 
zamnkone... 5; Fs lo 5 
Nevertheleſs as Pereira perſiſted to maintain his inno- 


cence, they condemned him to the fire; and he had been 


carried to be burnt at the ſame Act of Faith, wherein his 
page appeared, if the continual proteſtations, which he 


made of his innocence, had not induced his Judges to de- 
fer the execution of his ſentence, to try, whether in time 
they could oblige him to confeſs; or if they could not ob- 


tain more light in his caſe, they then reſerved him to 


another AM of Faith, which was performed a year after, 
the priſons being then ſooner than ordinarily filled. During 
this year, the accuſer and his witneſſes were examined di- 


vers times, and one of the Judges reſolving to examine the 


witneſles ſeparately, whether on that night, wherein they 
| pretended to have ſeen their maſter commit this deteſtable 
crime, the moon ſhone or not; the witneſſes agreeing not 


in the anſwer, which- they made to this queſtion, were put 


to the rack, where they diſowned all, which they had teſ- 


tied 
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tified againſt their maſter. His innocence being thus clear- 
ly manifeſted, the accuſers were apprehended ; Periera 
came out innocent at the firſt Act of Faith, and the witneſ- 
ſes two years after, at the ſame time with myſelf ; when 
the firſt were condemned to the gallies for five years, and 
that gentleman baniſhed for nine years into the coaſts of 
Africa. 25 . CEN 
It is eaſy to judge, that the confronting of witneſſes 
might have freed the Inquiſitors from this trouble, and the 
accuſed perſon from the danger of being ſacrificed by the 
hands of the Holy Office, to the fury and malice of his 
enemy; who, in my opinion, ought, together with his ac- 
complices, to have been puniſhed with the ſame kind of 
death, which they intended to have inflited on an innocent 
perſon. And we cannot doubt, but that this clemency of 
the Holy Office, exerciſed ſo openly towards ſuch groſs 
offenders, often gives incouragement to the like attempts. 


CHAP. XXX. - 
O what happened to ſome other perſons, who together with me 
| oeere enlarged at the Act of Faith 


6 8 WO young gentlemen married about Bacaim, who 
1 ferved the King of Portugal in his navy, took care 
of a young Portugueze ſoldier, who waited on them. Theſe 
gentlemen being at Goa at the end of the campaign, and 
deſiring to go and paſs at their houſes the rainy ſeaſon, 
which is called winter in the Indies, left this young ſoldier | 
at Goa, where he pretended to have ſome buſineſs, and 


therefore would follow them ſome days after. This young 


man immediately after the departure of theſe gentlemen _ 
married in Goa, from whence he departed two days after 
his marriage, and arrived at Bacaim four days after his ma- 
ſters, to whom he gave no account of what he had done 
in their abſence. A little while after a match being 
offered to him, which ſeemed advantageous. to him, he re- 
ſolved to make uſe of the occaſion by marrying a ſecond 
time. To this end his maſters were deſired to certify to 


the Curate, that he was a ſingle perſon, which they did, 


not knowing that he was already married. Not long after 
this ſecond marriage he had a deſire to ſee his firſt wife at 


Ga; whither the brother of the ſecond wife being reſolved 


to follow him, he found out his firſt marriage, and accuſed 

him to the Inquiſition, who cauſed him to be apprehended, 

and knowing who. they were, that had certified him to be 
SY 5 a ſingle 
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a ſingle man, ſent orders to the Commiſſary of Bacaim to 
ſeize 3 So theſe two gentlemen, more unhappy than 
guilty, were ſent to Goa with irons on their feet, and ſhut 
up in the priſon of the Holy Office. Having remained 
there eighteen months, they were at laſt produced in the 
Af of Faith, and were condemned to a triennial baniſh- 


ment into the coaſts of Africk ; and he, who had been 


married twice, was baniſhed into the ſame quarter for 


ſeven years, after which he was to return to, and live 
with his firſt wife. 


One of theſe gentlemen was of the race of New Chri- 
ſtians; and as theſe unkappy perſons are always ſuſpected 


to be bad Chriſtians, the Inquiſitors examined him at the 
audience, to know, if he were not a Jew ; and if he had 


not had ſome knowledge of the law df ſes ? This poor 
man ſtupified with theſe queſtions, and fearing, that the un- 
' happineſs of his birth would draw upon him, in this occa- 


tion, ſome misfortune ; and beſides not very well inſtruct- 
ed in the Chriſtian Religion, imagining himſelf to ſay one 
of the fineſt things in the world, and moſt proper to juſtify 


himſelf, blaſphemed ſes, and faid that he had nothing to 


do with him, and that he knew him not; which his Judges 
laughed at very pleaſantly. _ 


Among thoſe, who were enlarged at the AA of Faith, I 


obſerved one, who had a gag in his mouth, faſtened to his 
ears with packthread. I learned from the reading of his 
proceſs, that this puniſhment was inflicted on him for ha- 


ving uſed divers blaſphemies in play. This blaſphemer, 
beſides the ſhame of appearing in this equipage, was more- 
over condemned to a baniſt.ment of five years. 


CHAP. XXXIV. 


My porters from Goa, my arrival firſt at Brafil, and then 
2 Liſbon, 


I WAS led with irons on my feet into a ſhip, which was 


A then in the road, ready to ſet ſail for Portugal. They 
put me into the hands of the maſter of the ſhip, who was 
charged to deliver me to the Inguiſition at Liber, And 


the Captain having received his laſt difpatches, we we ighed ; 
anchor the 27th of January, 1676, and the ſame day my 


irons was taken off. Our voyage was proſperous as far as 
Braſil, where we arrived in Ah. 
caſt anchor in the Bay of Al Saints, the maſter, under whoſe 

guard I was, cauſed me to land with him, and brought me 


to the Palace of the Governor, and from thence to the 


N. common 


As ſoon as they had 
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common priſon, where he delivered me into the hands of 
the Jaylor. | 
I was detained in this priſon all the while the ſhip ſtayed 
in the haven ; but by the favour of ſome friends, whom I 
gained in this country, I obtained, during my ſtay, the 
| liberty of going out of priſon in the day time, and being 
ſhut up only in the night. The priſon of this town is the 
neateſt of all thoſe, which I had hitherto ſeen, except thoſe 
of the Holy Office. Beſide the low rooms, which are tole- 
rably clean and lightſome, there are above-ſtairs divers 
rooms for perſons leſs guilty, more rich, or better recom- 
mended. There 1s alſo a chapel, wherein Maſs is cele- 
brated upon Sundays and holidays. And there are in this 
town ſo great a number of charitable perſons, that the 
priſoners ſuffer no want. We re-embarked in the begin- 
ning of September to go for Lisbon; but this laſt paſſage was 
not ſo favourable, as was that from the Indies to Braſil. 
I here happened-to me an accident, during this voyage, 


which deſerveth to be here mentioned. Approaching one 


day the Holy Table, to receive the adorable body of Jeſus 
Chriſt, he, from whoſe hands I received it, who was a 
Cordelier of the Obſervant Friers, obſerved, that I ſhut my 
_ eyes, while he pronounced theſe words, Domine non ſum 
dignus; and although I had no other intention in this 
action, than of humbling myſelf in the preſence of my God, 
this good Father, who had already entertained a bad opi- 
nion of me, becauſe I had been in the Inquiſition, ſo ill 
interpreted this mark of my Devotion, that he could not 


forbear from reproaching me many days after, and telling 


me, that he had no reaſon to doubt, but that I was ſtill an 
_ Heretick, ſince I vouchſafed not ſo much as to look upon 

our Lord, when he was preſented to me in the Communion. 
I leave you to think, whether the judgment, which this 
Monk made then of me, was not of the number of thoſe, 
which are called raſh. However, I endeavoured to defend 
myſelf, and declare my intention to him; but he ſtill aſſured 
me, that after an action of that nature, he could not any 
longer retain a favourable opinion of me. . 


„„ 5 
They bring me @ the Galere. A deſcription of that place. 

As ſoon as anchor was caſt in the haven of Lisbon, the 

maſter, under whoſe guard I then was, gave notice 


of my arrival to the Inquiſition, whither I was carried the 
T7” EEE next 
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next day, and from thence, by order of the Inquiſitors, 
who vouchſafed not to ſee me, I was led to the priſon call- 
ed the Galere, which beareth this name, becauſe there be- 
ing no gallies in Portugal, thoſe, whom the Holy Office, 
or Lay Judges, condemn to that puniſhment, are ſent 
thither, They clapt a chain upon my foot, to which was 
chained a Portugueze, who had eſcaped the fire, by confeſ- 
Jing the evening before he was to be burnt by order of the 
Hoh Oice. 

In this Galere all criminals are chained two and two to- 
gether by one foot, only with a chain about a foot long. 
The priſoners have at their waſte a hook of iron, where- 
unto hang their chain, and there remains yet about three 
foot of chain between them. Theſe couples are ſent 
every day to labour at the work-houſe, where they build 
the ſhips ; they carry wood to the Carpenters, unload the 
ſhips, pick out ſtones and ſand for ballaſt, carry water and 
victuals aboard for the voyages, ſerve to make ropes, and 
all other uſes, wherein they can be imployed for the ſervice 
of the Prince, or of the Officers, who command _ 
how vile and rude ſoever they be. 

There are found among theſe galley- ſlaves perſons con- 
demned by the Inquiſition, others by the Lay Judges, fu- 
gitive and incorrigible ſlaves, whom their maſters put into 
this place to chaſtize them, and correct Turks, who have 
been taken priſoners in the pirate ſhips of Barbary. All 

theſe perſons, of whatſoever quality they be, are indiffe- 
rently employed in baſe and painful labours ; unleſs they 
have money to give to the officers, who conduct them, 
and who exerciſe an unheard-of cruelty upon thoſe, who 
Cannot ſoften them from time to time. 
This land gally is built upon the bank of the river; it 
hath two great balls, the one above, the other below, both 
are filled, and the coupled priſoners laid upon couches with 
matts; all their heads and beards are ſhaved once a month, 
| they wear a coat made cloſe to their bodies, and caps if - 


blue cloth. They alſo allow to them an hood of ©" es 


grey ſerge, which ſerveth them as well for a mantle in the 
day, as for a coverlet in the night; and theſe are all the 
- garments, which are given to them from fix to fix months, 
toge her with ſhirts of coarſe cloth. 
They give to every one a pound and an half of very hard 

and black biſcuit to eat every day; fix pounds of ſalt fleſh 


every month, with a diſh full of peaſe, lentils, or beans : 


this allourance they . may order as they pleaſe. Thoſe, who 
K 2 
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receive any ſupply from other-where, ſell this fare to buy 
ſomewhat better, according to their ab llity. No wine is 
allowed to them, and thoſe, who drink it, buy it at their 
own coſt : every day betimes in the morning, except on 


ſome very few ſeſtivals, they are led to the work-houſe, 
which is a good half league from the gally, where they la- 


bour without any intermiſſion, on whatſoever they are em- 
ployed till eleven a-clock : they then ceaſe working till 


one a-clock, and during this interval they may either eat or 


Teſt themſelves ; at one a- clock they return to their labour, 
continuing it till night, when oy” are ſent back to the 


cally. 


There is in this priſon a chapel, wherein maſs is ſaid 
on Sundays and feſtivals. There are at Lisbon charitable 
Clergymen, who come often to catechiſe and exhort the 


gally-ſlaves. Belide the victuals, which the Prince giveth 


them, they receive very oſten alms, ſo that no want is 
there ſuffered; when there are any ſick perſons, the Phy- 


ſicians and Surgeons come to viſit them, and if the diſeaſe 
grow dangerous, all the Sacraments are adminiſtred to them. 
Thoſe, who commit any fault, are whipped in a moſt cruel 


manner. They ſtretch them out at length with their bel- 
lies upon the ground; and while two men hold them, a 


third ſtriketh violently with a great knotted rope upon 


their buttocks, which oft-times teareth off the ſkin, and 
large pieces of fleſh with it. I have ſeen more than once, 


How that after ſuch whipping they have been forced to 


make deep inciſions, which degenerating into ulcers, ren- 
der theſe erf wretches incapable of working for a Tong 
ime. 
F When one of the coupled ſlaves bam buſineſs in the 
town, they permit him to go thither, even without his 
companion, if he defireth it, paying a guard, who may 
follow him every where. In that caſe he is forced to carry 
| his chain alone, and as it is very long, he layeth it over 


his ſhoulder, letting it hang down before or behind, as. 
1 85 himſelf ſhall hnd moſt convenient. 


1 55 H A P. XXXVI. 


: Tor f 1 1 Boer? petitions to the Ingquiſition to obtain my liberty, | 


' which was at laſt france to me. 


T HE day after my arrival in the galley, I was ſhaved, 
cloathed, and employed in labour as the other flaves ; 
| but now laborious ſoeyer this manner of life was to me, 


the 
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the liberty of ſeeing and ſpeaking to the whole world, ren- 
dered it much leſs troubleſome to me than the horrible ſoli- 
tudes of the Inquiſition, According to the terms of my 
ſentence, I was to paſs five years in this ſevere ſlavery, and 
there was no great appearance, that any favour would be 
ſhewed to a man, who had ſpoken againſt the integrity and 
infallibility of the Holy Office. Nevertheleſs the defire, 
which all unhappy perſons naturally have to ſee their miſery 
ended, made me think of ſome means to recover my liber- 
ty much ſooner than I was otherwiſe probably to expect it. 
I firſt enquired, whether there were any French at Lisbon, 
who might ſerve me in the deſign which I had. And ha- 
ving learned, that Mr. firſt Phyſician to the Queen of 
Portugal, was not only favourcd by that Princeſs, but alſo 
by all the Grandees of the Court, I addreſſed myſelf to 
him, and begged of him, that he would grant me his pro- 
tection : This he did in the moſt obliging manner in the 
world, offering not only his intereſt in all things, which 
lay in his power, but alſo his purſe and his table, where he 
ol me the honour to give me a place, chained as I was, 
whenever liberty of going to him was granted me; ſo that 
the habit of a gally-flave rendered me not more contempt» 
ible in his eſteem. He had alſo the goodneſs to viſit me in 
priſon, and adminiſter comfort to ey” whenever his affairs 
permitted him. 

L writ in the next place into Mae to my kindred, 1080 
give them an account of the deplorable condition, where- 
into I had been for a long time reduced, that they might _ 
ſollicit, either by themſelves, or by others, thoſe perſons, 
whom they might imagine to have intereſt with the Queen 

of Portugal, who, I hoped, would interpoſe in my be- 
half. I muſt not here omit, that the liberty, which was 
_ afterwards granted to me, was no other than the eftect of 
the powerful protection of Mr. In effect, Mr. 
who was naturally generous and benificent, knowing, that 
he had the goodneſs to intereſt himſelf in obtaining my 
| liberty, redoubled his diligence, to cauſe it to be obtained 

the ſooner. I preſented, by his advice, an ample petition 
to the Inquiſitors, wherein I briefly declared the cauſes of 
my impriſonment, and requeſted them to moderate the 


exceſſive ſeverity, which I pretended to have been exerciſed ES 


i againſt me in the Indies. 


"No anſwer was returned to this petition, no more than. 
to three or four others, which followed it in leſs than two. 
months; and the reaſon of this ſlence was, That the 


office 
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office of the Inquiſitor-General was then vacant, and Mon- 
fieur Don Periſſimo d Alencanſtra, Archbiſhop of Braga, 
_ afterwards Archbiſhop of Lisbon, and at preſent Cardinal, 
having been but lately promoted, had not yet taken poſ- 
ſeſſion. N Fs | 
Ibis Prelate, for whoſe ooming I made continual vows, 

as knowing that he alone could determine my buſineſs, ar- 


rived at laſt at Lisbon, towards the Holy Week: But ſince 


in that time the Tribunals are not open, I was yet forced 
to have patience till after Qua ſimodo Sunday. As ſoon as 
the Inquiſitor-General had entered upon the functions of 
his office, I preſented a new petition to him, which was 
carried to the Supreme Council ; but all that it produced, 


was, that Don Veriſſimo ſaid, That he could not believe, 
that what I related was true, there being no appearance, 
that they would have condemned a man to ſerve five years 


in the gallies for matters of ſo little conſequence. 


'Fhis anſwer, of which an account was given to me, 


produced ſo much the more joy in me, becauſe every one 


aſſured me, that the Prelate, with whom J had to do, was 


equally noble, learned and generous : all this induced me 


to cauſe a new petition to be preſented to him, to intreat 


him to give himſelf the trouble to read my proceſs, that ſo 


he might, by that means, perceive, that I had offered no- 


thing to him, but what was moſt true. This propoſition 
met with great difficulties in the Council, none of them 


being willing to conſent to this review of my proceſs, which 
I defired, becauſe all the Tribunals of the Inquiſition being 
| ſupreme, and no appeal laying from one to the other, this 

would be to intrench upon the authority of the Inquiſition 


of Goa, and to go about to reform its decrees ; this was ſo 
great an obſtacle, that IJ had never obtained my defires, if 


the Inquiſitor-General had not ſtrongly ſollicited in favour 
of ee :* ES SITY: 5 


At laſt, after many earneſt addreſſes to him, he ſuffered 


himſelf to be overſwayed by the ſollicitations of divers per- 
ſons of quality, and chiefly of his niece, the Counteſs of 


Figueirol, who had a very particular eſteem for the firſt 
Phyfician of the Queen. He carried then my proceſs to 
be read at length in his preſence, and being convinced, that 
T had propoſed nothing falſe to him, and withal, perceiving 
the injuſtice and ignorance of my Judges, who had con- 


demned me upon pretence of my ill intention, he ordered, 
that I ſhould be reſtored to perfect liberty, writing with his 


own hand theſe words, at the bottom of my laſt * 
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1 
Sei ſelto como pede, e ſeva por a Franca, that is, Let him be 
ſet at liberty, as he deſireth, and let him return to France. 


HAF. 


My departure from Lisbon, and arrival in France. 


A Y requeſt being thus anſwered by the Inquiſitor- 
General, in the Supreme Council, which is aſſem- 
bled from eight to eight, or from fifteen to fifteen days, 
was remitted to the table of the Holy Office, where au- 


dience is held twice every day. Theſe gentlemen imme- 
diately ſent a familiar to advertize me, that liberty was 


ranted me, that I ſhould ſeek for a veſſel to go into 


| *. and give notice of it to the Inquiſition, who 


would not fail to imbark me therein. a 
I received this news the firſt of June, with a joy, which 


perſons, who have not ſuffered captivity, will ſcarce be 


able to conceive ; but afterwards reflecting upon the dif- 
ficulty of finding a veſlel, and bargaining for my paſſage, 
while I had not the liberty of acting, I repreſented to the 
Inquiſitors by a memorial, which I cauſed to be preſented 


to them, that it would be impoſſible for me to receive any 


benefit from the favour they had ſhewed to me, while I 
remained chained, there being no poſſibility in ſo great a 


town as Lisbon, to know what ſhips come in, or go out of 


the haven, unleſs a man waits there himſelf, or hath ſome 
friend, who might inform himſelf with diligence. 
The officers of the ordinary Council, who had malici- 


ouſly and rigorouſly interpreted the general words, which 
the Inquiſitor made uſe of to grant me liberty, in ſaying. 


I ſhould be ſet at liberty, as I defired, to go into France, 


explained theſe latter words, which were indeed added as 
a ſurpluſage of favour to me, as an abſolute obligation of 

Immediately embarking myſelf; and ſo made anſwer for 
my memorial, That they would grant me my deſire, on 
_ condition, I would give caution, and procure ſureties, that 

I would ſtay no longer at Lisbon than was neceſſary to ob- 
tain an opportunity of being gone. This anſwer was fignt- 


fied to me the 28th of June I went immediately to give 


an account to Mr, _— and intreated him to finiſh that 


matter, which he had ſo kindly begun. Some urgent af- 


fairs hindered him from going the ſame day to the Inquiſi- 


tion; but going thither the zoth of "the fame month in the 


morning, and giving caution for me, that in default of my 
being gone at the firſt opportunity, he would pay four 


1 hundred 
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hundred crowns ; they ſent in the afternoon of the ſame 
day, being the laſt of June, 1677, a familiar to the galley, 
who cauſed my irons to be taken off, and carried me to 
the Holy Office; where being called in the preſence of the 
Inquiſitors, they aſked, whether I knew the Queen's Phy- 
ſician. They told me, he had given caution for me ; that 
themſelves extended their favour to me ; and that from 
that moment I might go whither I pleaſed : Then con- 
manding me to withdraw, I anſwered only with a pro- 
found reverence, and was immediately freed from the ty- 

rannical power of the Holy Office, under the rigour of 
which I had groaned almoſt four years, continuing from 
the day of my impriſonment, Auguſt the 24th, 1673, to 
E 7y7, HS ts 
As ſoon as I had ſet foot out of this terrible houſe, I 
went into the next Church, to render thanks to God and 
the Holy Virgin, for the liberty I had Juſt now obtained. 
I went in the next place to Mr. —— , who wept for joy, 
_ embracing me. I then took a turn to the galley, to give 
my laſt adieu to thoſe poor aMiQted perſons, who had been 
the companions of my misfortune 3 and to take away that 
little luggage which remained to me. I enquired with all 
poſſible diligence, when any ſhip would depart for France, 
having much greater deſire to be gone, that ſo I might get 
out of the juriſdictien of the Inquiſitors, than they could 
have for my departure. I found one in a ſhort time, upon 
which I embarked ; and after having paſſed through ſome 
ſlight fatigues, I had the happineſs to arrive in my country 
in perfect health. 1 Ns 
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T WILL finiſh this diſcourſe of the Inquiſition with the 
A. relation of what I know to have happened to two per- 
| ſons, whom I ſaw in the galley at Lisbon, who were there 
before me, and remained there, when I came out, and 
with whom I had particular diſcourſes, upon the account of 
my own, and their caſes. ) 
Ihe firſt of theſe unfortunate gentlemen bore the office 
. of Major of a regiment, when he was apprehended 3 he 
was of the race of new Chriſtians, and was accuſed to have 
Judaized, by perſons, who in all probability had no other 
means to ſave their lives than by confeſſing themſelves 
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| Yuilty of the ſame crime, and naming many innocents, 


indeavouring to find out the witnefſes, whom they were 


obliged to gueſs at by the Inquiſition ; this poor officer thus 
accuſed, was ſeized, and ſhut up in the priſons of the Holy 
Office; he was examined divers times to learn from his 
own mouth the cauſe of his impriſonment, but he not be- 
ing able to tell it, ſince he knew it not himſelf, after he 
had been kept more than two years, they let him know that 
he was legally accuſed and convicted of being an Apoſtate 

ew, which he always ſtoutly denied, proteſting, that he 


had never ceaſed to be a Chriſtian, and ſubmitted to none 
of all thoſe accuſations wherewith he was charged; nothing 
was omitted to oblige him to confeſs, not only life, but 
alſo the reſtitution of his goods were promiſed to him ; he 


was afterwards terrified with the threatening of a cruel 
death; but none of all theſe things could ſhake his con- 


ſtancy. And he boldly declared to his Judges, that he 
would chooſe rather to die innocent, than to preſerve his 


life by an act of cowardice, which would for ever over- 


whelm him with infamy. The Duke of De Aveira, who 
was then Inquiſitor-General, and paſſionately defired to 
| ſave the life of this priſoner, vehemently exhorting him to 
make uſe of thoſe means, which were oftered to him, of 
_ preſerving himſelf from execution. And | becauſe the ac- 
| Cuſed perſon had teſtified a conſtant reſolution of never 


yielding to render himſelf infamous, by a baſe confeſſion 


of thoſe crimes, which he had never committed, the In- 


quiſitor- General offended with his ſeeming obſtinacy, was 
_ tranſported ſo far, as to ſay to him, Cuides que aves de 


gunhar? that is, What do you then pretend to? Do you 


think, that we have belied you? And fo withdrew, leav- 


ing to the priſoner to think at leiſure what he had to do. 
The words of this Judge include a very ſtrange ſenſe, and 
may juſtly give occaſion to reflections, which are neither 
advantageous to him nor to the Holy Office, for this was 
very near as if he ſhould ſay, We will rather cauſe you to 


be burnt as guilty, than let the world believe, that we 
have impriſoned you innocent. 


At laſt, the Act of Faith approaching, after more than 


three years impriſonment, our Major heard the ſentence 


of death pronounced againſt him; and a Confeſſor was 


given to him to prepare for it. This gentleman, who had 
| hitherto appeared ſo reſolute, was terrified by the approach- 
es and preparation of his execution: ſo that having the 
evening before the ceremony, acknowledged all which was 
„ | „ ered. 
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deſired of him againſt himſelf, however alle ; he appeared! - 
at the proceſſion „ with one of thoſe: Samarra's co- 
vered with fire, whoſe flames tend downward, wbich is 
called in Portugueze, fogg reualto; to ſhew that by his con- 
feſſion, however late, be had avoided death, * he had 
been juſtly condemned to it; and by ſentence of the In- 
uiſition, beſide the confiſcation of his goods, N was eon 
mned to the gallies for five years. 
He had then ſerved there more than two years 6 1 
arrived at Lisbon; and it was in that place, and from . 
awn mouth, b! learned what I have now ee FOI 
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A Gentleman, one of the greateſt Quality i in Braga 
A who was a New Chriſtian, and very rich, named Lewes 
Pecoadeſſa, having intermeddled 'in-divers: criminal cauſes: 
but in the Zack Judicature, bad thereby: contracted the 
hatred of many perſons. Theſe finding no better means; 
to revenge themſelves of bim, accuſed: him to the: Healy 
Office, as making a ſecret profeſſion of: Judaiſm, together 
with his family; ſo that on the fame day, his wife; his 
two children, his daughter, and ſome. others of his, wha: 
dwell with him in his houſe, were arreſted, and ſhut up: 

in the priſon of the Inquiſition of Contmbra. © | 
Leis Pecea was fiſt examined, to draw from: hini 2 
5 particular account of his gods, of which the immoveable- 
alone yielded thirty thouſand livres rent; and all this, a 
well as the moveables, was buried in the treaſures of the 
Holy Office. They urged him in the next place, to declare 
the cauſe of his impriſonment, which he. could not do, 
knowing nothing of it. All ways were attempted, which 
the Inquiſition is wont to make uſe of, to oblige accuſed 
perſons to confeſs their erimes; but all this ſhook not the 
conſtancy of Lewis Pecoa. At laſt, almoſt three years be- 
ing elapſed, the Promoter ſignified to him the crimes, 
| Whereof he was accuſed, and he ſentence of death, which 
| would be paſſed upon him, if be refolved not to confeſs.” 
He endeavoured: to juſtify himſelf, proteſted all the fats 
| whereof he was accuſed, were ſo many falſities; defired- 
he might know his witneſſes, who had depoſed againſt him, 
whom he undertook eaſily ta convict of perjury ; and: 
offered many arguments to his Judges, whereby they might 
have clearly perceived his innocence, if they would have 
made ue of them. But Fae aer without having 
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any bee to what he alledged in his own defence, ee 

oo os: in denying the accuſation, condemned him 
to — and acquainted him with his formal ſentence 
fifteen days before the execution. _ 

The Duke of Cadaval, who loved Lain Pecos; to whom 
he had been godfather, and who was an intimate friend of 
the Duke d Aveira, informed himſelf from time to time 
of all particulars concerning the condition of the priſoner's 
cafe; and knowing from the Inquiſitor-General, that the 
ptiſoner confeſſing nothing, and being otherwiſe ſufficient- 
ly convicted, according to the maxims of the Holy Office, 
could- not eſcape the fire, if he accufed not himfelf before 
his being carried forth to execution, was infinitely concern- 
_ ed for kim. He defired leave to ſpeak or write to this un- 
fortunate gentleman, to perſuade him to ſave his life at 

price whatſoever ; but this was not poſſible. At laſt 
be bethought himſelf of an invention, which is ſo ſingular,” 
| that it never happened to any other in Portugal; which was 
to gain & promiſe from the Inquiſitor-General, that if he 
| could perſuade Lewis Pecoa to confeſs, even after his being 
canes. forth to execution at the AA of Faith, he ſhould: 
not be put to death; altho' this was directly contrary to tlie 
laws I Holy Office. This being promiſed to him; and 
he knowing the day, wherein the 4/7 of Faith was to be 
celebrated at Coimbra; he ſent from Lisbon ſome of his own 


* 


| friends, and others of Lewis Pecoa, who poſted themſelves” 


at the door of the Inquifition, when the proceſſion * 
that they might approach to their unhappy friend, as ſoon 
as they ſhould ſee him appear. 
As be was condemned, ſo the pile of wood was madbt 
*. ſor him. He bore a Carrecha and a Samarra covered - 
with flames and devils; his picture was drawn to the le, 
before and behind, placed upon burning fire-brands. His 
ſentence was written at the bottom, and his Confeſſor 
walked by his fide: his friends had no ſooner ſpied him, 
but breaking out into tears, they caſt themſelves upon his 
_ neck, and begged of him in the name of the Duke of Ca- 
Auvalle, and E y all that was moſt dear to him, to think of 
ſaving his life. They acquainted him with the affurance, 
which they had received, that he ſhould not be executed, 
if he would confeſs; and remonſtrated to him, that the. 
loſs of his eſtate ought not to create any difficulty in him, 
ſince the Duke, who had ſent them to him, had charged 
them to aſſure him in his name, that he would beſtow 


ppon him more than was taken from him. All theſe rea- 
| ſons, | 


* e together with * cat wt  Gollicitations un gene- 
rous friends, could. not move Lewis Pecoa; who continued 
to proteſt with a loud voice, that he had always been a 
Chriſtian ; that he would die ſuch; and that all, whereof 

He had been acCuſed, were ſo many falſities invented by his 

enemies to take revenge upon him, and make uſe of the 

Holy Office to reap. the ſpoil of his eſtate. 

The proceſſion being arrived at the appointed place, whe, 
ſermon was preached ; the proceſs of thoſe, whoſe lives 
were ſaved, was read, and the evening being come, they 
began to read the proceſs of thoſe who were to be burned: 

The Deputies of the Duke then redoubled their entreaties, 

and at laſt made their friend conſent to demand audience. 

He roſe up, and faid, -Let us go then, and acknowledge 

theſe falſities, to ſatisfy. the deſire of our friends. Audience 

was granted unto him, and he was led back into priſon. But 

the Ad of Faith being finiſhed, when they called him to 
the Table to confeſs, he had much more difficulty to re- 
ſolve himſelf; and was divers times upon the point of ſuf- 
fering his ſentence to be confirmed, without any hope of 
mercy : yet at laſt he confeſled 1 what they would, and 
ſigned his confeſſion. 

Two years more being elapſed from the time of bis hes 
ing carried forth to execution, he was ſent to Euera; 
| Where he appeared in the At Faith, wearing a Samarra 
with the fire inverted : And after he had ſtay d hve. years in 
the priſon of the Holy Office, he was farther condemned to 
the gallies for five years, and was ſent thither the morrow 
after : And there it was that I knew him, and learned from. 

. him the- particulars of that, which I have here related. 

This unfortunate gentleman, who appeared to be a very 
honeſt and good Chriſtian, learnt after his enlargement, 

that his wife and daughter died in priſon, alittle while 
after they had been ſhut up; and that his two ſons, leſs 


cConſtant than himſelf, having accuſed themſelyes in time, 


had been enlarged ſome time before, and condemned to a 

daniſhment for ten years into the Algarves. As for him 

ſelf, he expected only the moment to be freed, as I was; 

and his deſign was to quit Pertugal as ſoon as poſſible, and 

go ſpend the reſt of his life in ſame ny wen _ 
© rnd had no place. | 
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